
HOUSE No. 1861
By Mr. Feeney of Boston, petition of Maurice J. Tobin (mayor of 

Boston) for legislation relative to uncollectible taxes. Taxation.

Cbe (EommonttiealtJ) of S@ag0acj)U0ett0

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  r e l a t in g  to u n co llectible  t a x e s .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Section seventy-one of chapter fifty-
2 nine of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “ pay” in the fifth line the
4 following: — or that collection would not be advisable
5 because of the expense which it might entail, —  so as
6 to read as follows: — Section 71. If a collector is
7 satisfied that a poll tax or tax upon personal property,
8 or any portion of said tax, committed to him or to
9 any of his predecessors in office for collection, cannot

10 be collected by reason of the death, absence, poverty,
11 insolvency, bankruptcy or other inability of the
12 person assessed to pay, or that collection would not
13 be advisable because of the expense which it might
14 entail, he shall notify the assessors thereof in writing,
15 on oath, stating why such tax cannot be collected.
16 The assessors shall act on such notification within
17 thirty days after its receipt and, after due inquiry,
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18 may abate .such tax or any part thereof, and shall
19 certify such abatement in writing to the collector;
20 and said certificate shall discharge the collector from
21 further obligation to collect the tax so abated.

1 Section’ 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


