
HOUSE No. 1899

By Mr. King of Millis, petition of the Republican State Committee 
(by Edward D. Sirois, chairman) for legislation extending the juris
diction of the State Ballot Law Commission, changing the tenure of 
office and compensation of its members and permitting local ballot 
law boards to transmit objections to nominations or nomination papers 
to said commission for its consideration. Election Laws.

C J j t C o m m o n to e a lti)  o f c p a s sa c ftu o e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A c t  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e

BALLOT LAW COMMISSION, CHANGING THE TENURE OF 

OFFICE OF ITS MEMBERS AND INCREASING THEIR COM

PENSATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Chapter six o f the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section twenty-nine,
3 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and insert-
4 ing in place thereof the following: —
5 Section 29. There shall be a state ballot law com-
6 mission, consisting of three persons appointed by the
7 governor, by and with the advice and consent of the
8 council, who shall hold office during good behavior;
9 provided, that the governor, with the consent of the

10 co u n cil, may remove any member of such commission
11 upon the address of both houses of the legislature as
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12 in the case of judicial officers. There shall always be
13 on said commission a member of each of the two lead-
14 ing political parties.

1 S e c t i o n  2. Said chapter six is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section thirty-one, as appear-
3 ing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following: —
5 Section 31. The members of said commission shall
6 each be paid such compensation for their services,
7 not exceeding hundred dollars annually,
8 as the governor and council may determine; and the
9 total expenditures by and on account of said com-

10 mission shall not exceed the sum of
11 thousand dollars in any one year.

1 S e c t i o n  3 . Section twelve of chapter fifty-three
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
3 chapter one hundred and sixty-six of the acts of nine-
4 teen hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further
5 amended by inserting after the word “ chapter” in
6 the eighth line of the paragraph added by said chapter
7 one hundred and sixty-six the following:— ; or any
8 such board may, within forty-eight week day hours
9 after a matter is referred to it under this section,

10 transmit all papers in relation thereto to the state
11 ballot law commission, which shall thereafter proceed
12 as if the matter had been referred to it under section
13 eleven, — so that said paragraph will read as follows:
14 —  Such boards shall render a decision on any matter
15 referred to them, pertaining to certificates of nomina-
16 tion or nomination papers for any regular or special
17 city or town primaries or any regular or special city
18 or town election, or to withdrawals of nominations
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19 therefor, not later than four days after the last day
20 fixed for filing objections to such certificates or papers,
21 or for filing such withdrawals, as the case may be,
22 under this chapter; or any such board may, within
23 forty-eight week day hours after a matter is referred
24 to it under this section, transmit all papers in relation
25 thereto to the state ballot law commission, which shall
26 thereafter proceed as if the matter had been referred
27 to it under section eleven. In the event that any
28 such board fails to render within the aforesaid period
29 its decision on any matter so referred, the city or
30 town clerk shall, notwithstanding such failure, proceed
31 forthwith to cause to be printed the ballots for such
32 primaries or elections.

1 S e c t i o n  4. Upon the expiration of the term of
2 office of any of the present members of the state
3 ballot law commission, or in case of a vacancy by
4 death, resignation or otherwise in said commission,
5 an appointment shall be made thereto under section
6 twenty-nine of chapter six of the General Laws, as
7 amended by section one of this act.




