
HOUSE No. 2015

By Mr. Whitney of Concord, petition of the Massachusetts Federa
tion of Taxpayers Associations, Inc., that county training schools be 
abolished and relative to subjecting certain school offenders to care 
and treatment as delinquent children. Public Welfare.

Cfte Commontoealtt) of Q^assacfcusctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  a b o l is h in g  c o u n t y  t r a in in g  sc h o o l s  a n d

SUBJECTING CERTAIN SCHOOL OFFENDERS TO CARE AND 
TREATMENT AS DELINQUENT CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:

1 Se c t io n  1. Section forty-five of chapter thirty-
2 five of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
3 centenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking
4 out, in the seventh line, the words “ training schools
5 and o f” , — so as to read as follows: — Section 45.
6 The said director or his representative shall also
7 visit, unannounced, at least once a year, all other
8 county officers receiving money payable to the county,
9 clerks of the supreme judicial and superior courts in 

10 Suffolk county, the recorder and all assistant ro
ll corders of the land court, registers of probate and
12 insolvency, registers of deeds, trial justices and clerks
13 of district courts, probation officers, superintendents
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14 of shops in houses of correction, and trustees and
15 other officers receiving or disbursing funds of county
16 tuberculosis hospitals, infirmaries or sanatoria, and
17 shall examine their accounts and vouchers, and the
18 items of receipts and expenditures. He shall ascer-
19 tain the actual amount of money on hand with each
20 of said officers. He shall require, so far as possible,
21 uniformity and correctness in the method of keeping
22 said accounts, and may prescribe the classification
23 of receipts and expenditures and a uniform system
24 of receipts, certificates, vouchers and exhibits. Said
25 officers shall afford such assistance as the director
26 may require in making said examination and shall
27 make returns and exhibits on oath in such form and
28 at such times as he shall prescribe. They shall keep
29 an accurate account of all money charged to or
30 received by them in their official capacities, and
31 also of all expenditures made or liabilities incurred
32 by them on account of the same, and shall annually,
33 on or before January fifteenth, make a sworn return
34 to said director of such receipts and expenditures
35 for the preceding year.

1 Se c t io n  2. Chapter seventy-six of the General
2 Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended by
3 adding at the end the four following new sections: —
4 Section IS. District courts, except the municipal
5 court of Boston, trial justices and the Boston juve-
6 nile court shall have jurisdiction of offences arising
7 under section one. A summons or warrant issued
8 by such court or justice may be served, at the dis-
9 cretion of the court or justice, by a supervisor of

10 attendance or by any officer qualified to serve crimi-
11 nal process. On complaint against a child for any
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12 such offence, his parents, guardian or custodian
13 shall be notified as required by section fifty-five of
14 chapter one hundred and nineteen. A delinquent
15 child, as such term is defined in section fifty-two of
16 chapter one hundred and nineteen, against whom
17 complaint as a school offender is brought by any
18 other person than a supervisor of attendance shall
19 not be committed until notice and an opportunity
20 to be heard have been given to the division of juvenile
21 training in the department of public welfare.
22 Section 19. Every school committee shall appoint
23 and fix the compensation of one or more supervisors
24 of attendance, who may be either male or female,
25 and shall make regulations for their government.
26 Such supervisors shall not receive fees for their
27 services. The committees of two or more towns
28 may employ the same supervisors of attendance.
29 Section 20. Supervisors of attendance shall in-
30 quire into all cases arising under sections one, two,
31 four to eleven, inclusive, and fifteen of this chapter
32 and sections ninety, ninety-two, ninety-three and
33 ninety-five of chapter one hundred and forty-nine,
34 and may make complaints and serve legal processes
35 issued under this chapter. They shall, if the court so
36 orders, have oversight of children placed on probation
37 under section fifty-eight of chapter one hundred and
38 nineteen; of children suffering want to whom sections
39 forty-nine to fifty-one, inclusive, of chapter one
40 hundred and nineteen apply; of minors licensed by
41 the school committee under section nineteen of chap-
42 ter one hundred and one; and of children admitted
43 to or attending shows or entertainments contrary
44 to section one hundred and ninety-seven of chapter
45 one hundred and forty. They may apprehend and
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46 take to school without a warrant any truant or
47 absentee found wandering in the street or public
48 places.
49 Section 21. Nothing contained in this chapter
50 shall affect chapter two hundred and two of the acts
51 of nineteen hundred and eleven or chapter seven
52 hundred and thirty-eight of the acts of nineteen
53 hundred and fourteen relative to truants, absentees
54 and school offenders in Boston.

1 Se c t io n  3. Chapter seventy-seven of the General
2 Laws, as amended, is hereby repealed.

1 Se c t io n  4. Section fifty-two of chapter one hun-
2 dred and nineteen of the General Laws, as so appear-
3 ing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “ life”  in the eighth line the following:— ; or a
5 child between seven and sixteen who wilfully and
6 habitually absents himself from school contrary to
7 section one of chapter seventy-six or who is found
8 wandering about streets or public places, having no
9 lawful occupation and growing up in idleness and 

10 ignorance, or persistently violating reasonable regu
l l  lations of the school he attends, or otherwise per-
12 sistently misbehaving therein, so as to render himself
13 a fit subject for exclusion therefrom.

1 Se c t io n  5. Section one hundred and thirteen of
2 chapter one hundred and twenty-three of the General
3 Laws, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking
4 out, in the fifth line, the words “ , any county train-
5 ing school” , — and by striking out, in the ninth line,
6 the word “ diseases” and inserting in place thereof
7 the word: — health, — so as to read as follows: —
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8 Section 113. At any time prior to the final disposi-
9 tion of a case in which the court might commit an

10 offender to the state prison, the reformatory for
11 women, any jail or house of correction, the Massa-
12 chusetts reformatory, the state farm, the industrial
13 school for boys, the industrial school for girls, the
14 Lyman school or to the custody of the department
15 of public welfare, for any offence not punishable by
16 death or imprisonment for life, a district attorney,
17 probation officer or officer of the department of cor-
18 rection, public welfare or mental health may file in
19 court an application for the commitment of the de-
20 fendant in such a case to a department for defective
21 delinquents established under sections one hundred
22 and seventeen and one hundred and twenty-four, or
23 to a department for the care and treatment of drug
24 addicts, established by the governor and council
25 under authority of said sections. On the filing of
26 such an application the court may continue the origi-
27 nal case from time to time to await disposition thereof.
28 If, on a hearing on an application for commitment
29 as a defective delinquent, the court finds the defend-
30 ant to be mentally defective and, after examination
31 into his record, character and personality, that he
32 has shown himself to be an habitual delinquent or
33 shows tendencies towards becoming such and that
34 such delinquency is or may become a menace to the
35 public, and that he is not a proper subject for the
36 schools for the feeble minded or for commitment as
37 an insane person, the court shall make and record a
38 finding to the effect that the defendant is a defective
39 delinquent and may commit him to such a depart-
40 ment for defective delinquents according to his age
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41 and sex, as hereinafter provided. If, on a hearing on
42 an application for commitment as a drug addict, it
43 appears that the defendant is addicted to the intem-
44 perate use of stimulants or narcotics, the court may-
45 commit him to a department for the care and treat-
46 ment of drug addicts if and when such a department
47 is provided.

1 Section 6. Section nine of chapter one hundred
2 and twenty-seven of the General Laws, as so appear-
3 ing, is hereby amended by striking out, in the second
4 line, the following: — “ , county training school” , —
5 so as to read as follows: — Section 9. The master,
6 keeper, superintendent or other officer having charge
7 of a jail, house of correction or other county public
8 institution shall keep an invoice book, in which shall
9 be entered, on the day of receipt, all bills for supplies

10 for the maintenance of such institution. Such books
11 shall be as nearly uniform as the character of the in-
12 stitutions will admit, and shall be kept posted up to
13 date so that the footings shall at all times show the
14 actual facts relating to such supplies. Such books
15 shall be county property and remain among the
16 records of the institutions to which they belong.

1 Section 7. All children who upon the effective
2 date of the act are legally committed to a county
3 training school under any provision of law are hereby
4 transferred to the custody of the trustees of the
5 Massachusetts training schools, and such trustees
6 shall forthwith classify such children and place them
7 in the several training schools under their care and
8 control.
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1 Se c t io n  8. Nothing in this act shall affect the
2 term of office, tenure, or civil service or other rights
3 or privileges of any supervisor of attendance in office
4 on its effective date.




