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MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF COR
PORATIONS AND TAXATION PURSUANT 
TO GENERAL LAWS, CHAPTER 3, SEC
TION 7, AS AMENDED, WITH RESPECT 
TO PETITION OF GUSTAVE LAMARCHE 
AND OTHERS THAT THE “ CLUB OF THE 
FRENCH SHARP SHOOTERS OF NEW 
BEDFORD, MASS.” BE AUTHORIZED TO 
MAINTAIN TWO LODGES HAVING A 
REPRESENTATIVE FORM OF GOVERN
MENT.

F e b r u a r y  10, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by 
the Clerk of the House January 22, 1941.

Pursuant to notification by me the petitioners filed 
a statement, enclosed herewith, to indicate why the 
object sought cannot be accomplished wdthout a special 
act of the Legislature.

Club of the French Sharp Shooters of New Bedford, 
Mass, was organized September 26, 1892, as a fraternal 
benefit society under Acts of 1888, chapter 429, and acts 
in amendment thereof. (Cf. G. L., c. 176.) The state
ment of facts filed by the petitioners indicates the reason 
why the object sought by the petition cannot be accom
plished under the General Laws. There may be ques
tion as to whether it is good policy to contravene provi
sions of the General Laws by special act in the manner
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here sought, although the facts in the instant case may 
afford extenuating circumstances. In view of the duties 
of the Commissioner of Insurance with respect to or
ganizations of this type his opinion may be desired.

As the corporation is not organized for business or 
profit no fee is required.

Respectfully yours,

HENRY F. LONG,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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MOTION RELATIVE TO A PETITION FOR 
AN ACT RELATING TO THE "CLUB OF 
THE FRENCH SHARP SHOOTERS OF NEW 
BEDFORD, MASS.”

Now come the petitioners in the above-entitled mat
ter and move to amend their petition by adding the 
following statement of facts thereto: —

The petition “ that the Club of the French Sharp
shooters of New Bedford, Mass, be authorized to main
tain two lodges having a representative form of govern
ment” has been filed with the Honorable House of Rep
resentatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for 
the reason that under the charter granted to said Club 
of the French Sharpshooters of New Bedford, Mass, it 
cannot maintain lodges with a representative form of 
government and the Society is not permitted to have 
such a set-up of government. There may be only one 
set of officers and one society, and the conduct of affairs 
must be voted by the members, not by any representa
tives that they elect.

Under amendments made to the By-Laws after grant 
of the charter this organization since the year 1900 
has conducted its business with a lodge system form of 
government, having two branches in the city of New 
Bedford. This was done with no intention to violate 
the law but with an erroneous impression that the Club 
had full power and authority to so conduct its business.

The purpose of the petition now filed is to ratify and 
confirm its present form of organization so that it may 
legally do business under the lodge system, with a repre
sentative form of government, as defined in sections 2 
and 3 of chapter 176 of the General Laws.

GUSTAVE LAM ARCHE.
E. ANTONIO PICHETTE.
.J. E. ARTHUR LANDREVILLE.
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By Mr. Alfred M. Bessette of New Bedford, petition of Gustave 
Lamarche and others that the “ Club of the French Sharp Shooters 
of New Bedford, Mass.”  be'authorized to maintain two lodges having 
a representative form of government. Insurance.

Cfee Commontoealtfc of ^assactiuseitsi

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  r e l a t in g  t o  t h e  " c l u b  o f  t h e  f r e n c h  sharp

SHOOTERS OF NEW BEDFORD, MASS.”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 ft The “ Club of the French Sharp Shooters of New
2 Bedford, Mass.” incorporated September twenty-
3 sixth, eighteen hundred and ninety-two and presently
4 transacting business as a limited fraternal benefit so-
5 ciety under section forty-six of chapter one hundred
6 and seventy-six of the General Laws is hereby author-
7 ized to maintain two lodges having a representative
8 form of government as defined in section three of said
9 chapter.


