
HOUSE . . . .  No.  2183

Cbc Commontoealtö of 00a0sacbusetts

House of Representatives, March 11, 1941.

The committee on Military Affairs and Public Safety, 
to whom was referred so much of the Governor’s Address 
(Senate, No. 1) as relates to the taking by the Cam- 
monwealth of the Boston Airport and the improvement 
thereof (page 12), and the petition (accompanied by bill, 
Senate, No. 157) of Robert L. Lee that provision be made 
for the improvement and extension of the Boston Air
port, so called, report the accompanying bill (House, 
No. 2183).

For the committee,

GEORGE A. PARKER.
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Cbe Commontoealtt) of sgassacfiusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  Act authorizing the turning over of possession
OF THE EAST BOSTON AIRPORT PRO PERTY TO THE COM

M ONW EALTH  AND PROVIDING FOR TH E IM PROVEM ENT 

OF SAID PROPERTY TH EREAFTER.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to prepare with
3 the utmost expedition for national defence in the
4 present emergency, therefore it is hereby declared to
5 be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
6 preservation of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The term of the lease from the com-
2 monwealth to the city of Boston of land in that part
3 of said city called East Boston under chapter sixty-
4 four of the resolves of nineteen hundred and twenty-
5 eight, and the term of the lease from the common-
6 wealth to said city of other land in said part of said
7 city under chapter fifty-three of the resolves of nine-
8 teen hundred and thirty, shall terminate prior to
9 the termination of the stated terms thereof upon

10 receipt by said city of payment of the amount specified
11 in the written determination of the special commis-
12 sion referred to in section two, anything in either of
13 said leases to the contrary notwithstanding; but,
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14 except as the terms of said leases may be so shortened
15 and as otherwise provided in this act, all other pro-
16 'usions, conditions and stipulations in said leases
17 contained shall continue in full force and effect. The
18 city of Boston is hereinafter referred to as the city and
19 premises covered by the aforesaid leases are herein-
20 after referred to as the airport property.

1 Sectio n  2. If the mayor of the city desires to
2 accept this act, in behalf of the city, he shall, within
3 ten days after this act has the force of law conform-
4 ably to the constitution, appoint a person who, to
ff gether with one person to be appointed within said
6 period by the governor and one person so to be ap-
7 pointed by the chief justice of the supreme judicial
8 court, shall constitute a special commission to carry
9 out the purposes of this act, hereinafter referred to as

10 the commission; and the act of the mayor of the city
11 in appointing a member as aforesaid shall constitute
12 such acceptance. Any vacancy occurring in the
13 commission prior to the completion of its duties
14 hereunder from death, resignation or other cause
15 shall forthwith be filled in the manner herein pro-
16 vided for the appointment of the member of the
17 commission whose place is so to be filled. Subject
18 to appropriation, there shall be allowed to the com-
19 mission for expenses incurred for assistance in the
20 performance of its duties and other expenses such
21 sums, not exceeding in the aggregate three thousand
22 dollars, as may be approved by the governor and
23 council.

1 Section 3. The commission appointed as pro-
2 vided in section two shall determine the values, which
3 in said leases are provided to be determined by such a
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4 commission, except that, instead of determining such
5 values as of the termination of the stated terms of 
0 said leases, the commission shall make the determina-
7 tion of such values as of the last day of the month in
8 which occurs the appointment of the member of the
9 commission last appointed, said day being herein-

10 after called the valuation date; and shall, not later
11 than the seventieth day following the qualification
12 of the member of the commission last appointed, sub-
13 mit in writing to the governor and to the mayor of
14 the city a written determination of the values as
15 determined under this section. Not later than the
16 ninetieth day following the submission of said written
17 determination to the governor, the commonwealth
18 shall pay to the city the amount specified in said
19 determination as the total sum of such values deter-
20 mined under this section as of the valuation date.
21 At five o ’clock post meridian of the day of the receipt
22 of such payment by the city, said date being herein-
23 after called the termination date, and without further
24 action by the city or by the commonwealth, the terms
25 of the aforesaid leases shall terminate, all interest of
26 the city in and to the airport property shall cease, and
27 the city shall deliver up possession of said premises
28 to the commonwealth. Upon the termination date.
29 the commonwealth shall assume financial responsi-
30 bility for and take over so far as it legally may all
31 unfinished work then being carried on by the city or
32 by the Works Project Administration or other federal
33 agency upon or for the benefit of the airport property,
34 provided that any such work initiated after the valua-
35 tion date shall have been approved in advance in
36 writing by the commissioner of public works of the
37 commonwealth. In no event shall the commonwealth
38 be or become liable on account of the principal of or
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39 interest on any funded debt of the city at any time
40 incurred in connection with the airport property.
41 The commonwealth, through its commissioner of
42 public works, and the city, through its board of park
43 commissioners, are hereby authorized to enter into
44 such agreements in writing or otherwise as may be
45 convenient to carry into effect the provisions of this
46 act.

1 Section 4. During the period between the valua-
2 tion date and the termination date, the city shall
3 continue in possession of and operate and maintain
4 the airport property for the account of the common-
5 wealth. The city shall account for all receipts de-
6 rived from the airport property during said period,
7 and the commonwealth shall reimburse the city for
8 all expenditures upon or for the benefit of the airport
9 property during said period, within sixty days after

10 the termination date; provided, however, that the
11 city shall not during said period initiate any new
12 project or work upon or for the benefit of the airport
13 property without the approval in advance in writing-
14 of the commissioner of public, works of the common-
15 wealth.

1 Section 5. Any act herein provided to be done
2 within a certain period of time or on or before a
3 certain date, except the appointment of the members
4 of the commission, shall be valid and in compliance
5 with this act if done within such further period of 
g time or on or before such later date as the governor 
7 and the mayor of the city shall agree.

1 Section  6. Upon the termination date, the com-
2 monwealth shall accept as tenants, under the terms
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3 of tenancies then in effect, all tenants of the city of
4 poilions of the airport property. The city shall hold
0 the commonwealth harmless from loss or damage 
6 arising out of or in connection with any claim as-
1 serted by any such tenant in regard to a cause arising 
8 or accrued prior to the termination date.

1 Section 7. For the purpose of providing funds
2 for payment by the commonwealth to the city of the
3 amount provided to be paid in section three, and for
4 the purpose of providing funds for extension of run-
5 ways, filling, grading, bulkheading, and other air-
6 port improvement after the termination date at the
7 airport property, the state treasurer, with the ap-
8 proval of the governor and council, shall issue bonds
9 of the commonwealth to an amount not exceeding

10 in the aggregate, the sum of two million five hundred
11 thousand dollars, which shall bear on their face the
12 words East Boston A irport Bonds — 1941. Such
13 bonds shall be issued as coupon or registered bonds
14 for such term of years as may be recommended by
15 the governor in accordance with section three of
16 Article LXII of the amendments to the constitution
17 and shall bear interest at such rate as shall be fixed
18 by the state treasurer, with the approval of the
19 governor and council.

1 Section 8. For the purposes of the appointment
2 of the members of the commission provided for in this
3 act and their qualification, this act shall take effect as
4 soon as it has the force of law comformably to the
5 constitution, and it shall take effect for other purposes
6 only in case the members thereof are appointed within
7 ten days after it has the force of law as aforesaid.






