
HOUSE No. 2195
By Mr. Clampit of Springfield, petition of Roger L. Putnam (mayor 

of Springfield) for amendment of the law relative to powers of boards 
of appeal under municipal zoning laws. Mercantile Affairs.

C be Commontucalti) of Massachusetts

Tn the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  po w ers  of bo ard s  of a p p e a l

UNDER THE MUNICIPAL ZONING LAW, SO-CALLED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section thirty of chapter forty of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in section one of chapter two hundred
3 and sixty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-three, as amended by chapter three hundred
5 and eighty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and
6 thirty-five, is hereby further amended by inserting
7 the words: — provided, however, that no decision,
8 finding, order or decree of said board of appeals shall
9 be of any force and effect until approved by the city

10 council, — after the words “ but not otherwise” , in
11 the eighteenth line of section two of chapter three
12 hundred and eighty-eight of the acts of nineteen
13 hundred and thirty-five, so that paragraph num-
14 bered three contained in section two of chapter three
15 hundred and eighty-eight, of the acts of nineteen
16 hundred and thirty-five, will read as follows: —
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To authorize upon appeal, or upon petition in cases 
where a particular use is sought for which no permit 
is required, with respect to a particular parcel of 
land a variance from the terms of such an ordinance 
or by-law where, owing to conditions especially 
affecting such parcel but not affecting generally the 
zoning district in which it is located, a literal enforce
ment of the provisions of the ordinance or by-law 
would involve substantial hardship to the appellant, 
and where desirable relief may be granted without 
substantial detriment to the public good and without 
substantially derogating from the intent or purpose 
of such ordinance or by-law, but not otherwise, pro
vided, however, that no decision, finding, order or 
decree of said board of appeal shall be of any force 
and effect until approved by the city council.


