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H ouse of R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , March 27, 1941.

The committee on Public Welfare, to whom were 
referred so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, 
No. 1) as relates to the carrying out of the state’s re
sponsibility for adequate care of dependent children and 
to children boarded in foster homes (pages 17 and IS), 
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 359) of 
Grace H. Bagley and Sylvia Folsom Bushnell (chairmen 
of the Children’s Welfare Committee of the Massachu
setts Civic League) for legislation to provide for super
vision of infants under fourteen years of age in boarding
houses, and the petition (accompanied by bill, House, 
No. 1274) of Raymond W. Schlapp for the supervision 
of children between the ages of two and fourteen years 
who are boarding in foster homes, report the accompany
ing bill (House, No. 2248).

For the committee,

CHARLES F. HOLMAN.
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Cf)e Commontoealti) of ^assacfjuoetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n A ct r e l a t iv e  to  th e  su p e r v isio n  of certain

INFANTS IN BOARDING HOUSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Sectio n  1. Chapter one hundred and nineteen
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section one, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following: —
5 Section 1. Whoever for hire, gain or reward has
6 in his custody or control at one time two or more
7 infants, not related to him by blood or marriage, who
8 are under fourteen years of age and unattended by a
9 parent or guardian, for the purpose of providing them

10 with care, food and lodging, except such of said
11 infants as are two years of age or over but under
12 fourteen years of age and have been placed in his
13 custody or control by the department of public welfare
14 of the commonwealth, hereinafter called the depart-
15 ment, by any board of public welfare, by the institu-
16 lions department of Boston or by any charitable
17 corporation organized under the laws of the common-
18 wealth, shall be deemed to maintain a boarding house
19 for infants.

1 Sectio n  2. Said chapter one hundred and nine-
2 teen is hereby further amended by striking out section
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3 two, as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following: —
5 Section 2. The department may grant licenses to
6 maintain boarding houses for infants. Every applica-
7 tion therefor shall first be approved by the board of
8 health of the town where such boarding house is to
9 be maintained. The term of each such license shall

10 be one year and the fee therefor shall be five dollars.
11 Each such license shall state the name of the licensee,
12 the particular premises where the business may be
13 carried on, the maximum number of infants which
14 may be boarded there at one time, and, if required by
15 the department, it shall be posted in a conspicuous
16 place on the licensed premises. No greater number of
17 infants than is authorized by the license shall be
18 boarded at one time on the premises, and no infant shall
19 be kept in a building or place not designated in the
20 license. A record of licenses issued shall be kept by
21 the department, which shall forthwith give notice
22 of the granting of each such license and of its terms
23 to the board of health of the town where the licensee
24 resides. The department and boards of health shall
25 annually, and may, at any time, visit and inspect
26 premises so licensed or designate a person therefor.

1 Section- 3. Said chapter one hundred and nine-
2 teen is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 six, as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following: —
5 Section 6. Whoever receives under his care or
6 control, and whoever places under the care or control
7 of another for compensation, an infant under fourteen
8 years of age, not related by blood or marriage to the
9 person receiving it, shall, within two days thereafter,
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10 give notice thereof, and of the terms upon which such
11 infant was received, to the department, with the
12 name, age and residence of the infant, its parents, and
13 the persons from whom and by whom received; but
14 if such an infant under two years of age was received
15 from the board of public welfare of any town, or from
16 the institutions department of Boston, or from any
17 charitable corporation organized under the laws of
18 the commonwealth, such notice may state only the
19 name and age of such infant and the name and loca-
20 tion of the board, department or corporation from
21 which received.

1 Section  4. Section nine of said chapter one hun-
2 dred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the first line, the word “ two” and
4 inserting in place thereof the word: — fourteen,—
5 so as to read as follows: — Section 9. Whoever gives
6 to any person an infant under fourteen years of age
7 for the purpose of placing it for hire, gain or reward
8 under the permanent control of another person shall
9 be guilty of the abandonment of such infant, and

10 shall, if a man, be punished by imprisonment in the
11 house of correction, and if a woman, in the reformatory
12 for women, for not more than two years.

1 Sectio n  5. Section ten of said chapter one hun-
2 dred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the second line, the word “ two” and
4 inserting in place thereof the word: — fourteen, —
5 so as to read as follows: — Section 10. Whoever
6 for hire, gain or reward receives an infant under four-
7 teen years of age for the purpose of placing it under
8 the control of any other person shall be guilty of aiding
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9 and abetting the abandonment of such infant and shall
10 be punished by a fine of not more than two hundred
11 dollars or by imprisonment for not more than two
12 years.

1 Sectio n  6. Said chapter one hundred and nine-
2 teen is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 fourteen, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: —
5 Section 14- Whoever receives and whoever places
6 an infant under fourteen years of age for adoption or
7 for giving it a home, or for procuring a home or adop-
8 tion for it, except infants over two years of age received
9 from the board of public welfare of any town, or from

10 the institutions department of Boston, or from any
11 charitable corporation organized under the laws of
12 the commonwealth shall give written notice to the
13 department of the receiving or placing of such infant,
14 with its name, age and birthplace, and the name and
15 residence of its parents, and upon request of the
16 department shall give information and render reports
17 required by it concerning such infant, and within two
18 days after its discharge shall give written notice
19 to the department of the discharge and disposal of
20 such infant. The department may investigate the
21 case, and at any time prior to a decree of adoption
22 take any such infant into its custody if in its judgment
23 public interest and the protection of the infant so
24 require.

1 Sectio n  7. Section twenty-eight of said chapter
2 one hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the third line, the word
4 “ seven” and inserting in place thereof the word:__
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5 fourteen, — so as to read as follows: — Section 28.
6 An agent of the department specially authorized
7 thereto may enter without actual force any building
8 or room when such agent has reason to believe that
9 a child under fourteen is sheltered or maintained apart

10 from his parents and is not receiving proper care.
11 The agent shall investigate the case and may, if he
12 considers such removal necessary for the protection
13 of the child from neglect or abuse, cause such child,
14 if he is not under the personal care of a parent or
15 guardian, to be removed to the custody of the de-
16 partment. An agent who is refused such entry or
17 who is hindered in the removal of such child may
18 make complaint, on oath, to a justice of a court,
19 who may thereupon issue a warrant authorizing him
20 to obtain sufficient aid and at any reasonable time
21 to enter the building designated, and every part thereof
22 to investigate the treatment and condition of the
23 children found there, and to remove such children as
24 herein provided.

1 Section  8. Section twenty-nine of said chapter
2 one hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the fifteenth line, the
4 word “ seven” and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 — fourteen, — so as to read as follows: — Section 29.
6 The agent shall forthwith notify the department of
7 his doings, and it shall thereupon decide whether to
8 retain such child in its custody or to restore him to
9 his parent or guardian or to the place from which he

10 was removed. As to a child so retained, it shall have
11 the powers and duties which it has as to neglected
12 children committed to its custody by the courts. But
13 the department, unless within a reasonable time it



1941.] HOUSE — No. 2248. 7

14 secures the commitment of such child, under the pro-
15 visions of sections forty-two to forty-seven, inclusive,
16 shall, upon request, discharge such child to his legal
17 guardian, or if he has no guardian to his father, or
18 if he has no father to his mother. The department
19 may notify the person from whose care or custody a
20 child has been taken under the preceding section that
21 no child of which he is not the legal guardian shall,
22 without a permit from the department, be received
23 or maintained by him. The department shall apply
24 to the probate court for the removal of the guardian
25 of any child under fourteen years of age who is un-
26 suitable for his trust.




