
HOUSE No. 2262

Clbe Commontocaltf) of ^assac|)useits

M il it a r y  D iv is io n .
T he  A d ju t a n t  G e n e r a l ’s O f f ic e ,

259 St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , April 1, 1941.

SUBJECT: Resolve providing for an investigation by the Armory 
Commission relative to the erection of armories in the 
Cities of Melrose, Chicopee and Revere, and in the 
East Boston District of Boston, and in the Town of 
Webster.

TO: The General Court of Massachusetts.

1. In accordance with chapter 4 of the Resolves of 
1941, subject as above, approved March 8, 1941, the 
following report is submitted:

M e l r o se .

For many years the Armory Commissioners have con
sidered it advisable to construct a new armory at Mel
rose. Such an armory, built to accommodate two com
panies, would relieve the situation to some extent in the 
Metropolitan District by making it possible to transfer 
the Regimental Headquarters Company of the 182d In
fantry from Charlestown.

The city of Melrose now provides quarters for one 
company for which the Commonwealth pays an annual 
rental fee of $900. These quarters are considered in
adequate by both the Federal and State military officials, 
and the need for an army at Melrose cannot be denied.

It is understood that the city government will furnish 
the land, and therefore it is considered advisable to leave 
the selection of a site to the city officials, subject to the
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approval of the Armory Commission. It is estimated 
that the erection of such an armory would cost approxi
mately $225,000.

The erection of an armory at Melrose is considered 
necessary and is hereby recommended.

C h ic o pe e .

Because of the seriously overcrowded conditions at the 
Springfield Armory, the Armory Commission visited 
Springfield during December to consider the advisability 
of recommending the purchase of land adjoining that 
armory and requesting funds for the construction of an 
addition.

Because of information received, indicating that a 
large number of men who enlist at the Springfield Armory 
come from the outlying districts, particularly Chicopee, 
the Armory Commissioners decided against the construc
tion of an addition to the Springfield Armory, and there
fore recommended in the budget requests for 1941 and 
1942 that an armory be constructed at Chicopee. It is 
believed that such an armory, constructed to house two 
companies, would adequately relieve the congestion at 
the Springfield Armory.

The Armory Commissioners have been advised that 
the city of Chicopee would furnish the land, and conse
quently considered it desirable to leave the selection of 
the site to the city government of Chicopee, subject to 
the approval of the Armory Commission.

The construction of a two-company armory at Chicopee, 
at the cost of approximately $225,000, is hereby recom
mended.

W e b s t e r .

Because of the expansion of the National Guard of 
Massachusetts by War Department orders during the 
winter of 1939 and 1940, it was found necessary to or
ganize companies in towns that had not previously had 
such organizations. Webster, as the recruiting center for 
a population of fifty thousand people, was considered one
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of the best untouched sources for recruits, and therefore 
was selected as the home station for one of the new 
units.

At the request of The Adjutant General, the selectmen 
of Webster turned over the banquet hall and several 
other rooms on the ground floor of the Webster Audi
torium to the Military Department for the use of a 
National Guaid company, the company was also au
thorized to use the Auditorium for drill purposes on one 
evening each week, and in many other ways was assisted 
greatly by the selectmen of Webster.

A v erj excellent company was quickly organized and 
is now in the Federal service. On the return of this com- 
pan} to the State service, construction of an armory in 
Webster to house this company and its equipment is con
sidered necessary.

The Armory Commission hereby recommends that a 
single company armory be erected at Webster at a cost 
of approximately $150,000.

R ev e r e  and  E ast  B o sto n .

Until serious congestion existing in armories of other 
cities and lack of armories in several towns now support
ing companies of the Massachusetts National Guard have 
been relieved, it is considered inadvisable to recommend 
the construction of armories in either of these cities at 
the present time.

Much could be said about the congestion referred to 
above, but this matter does not seem to be within the 
scope of the resolve under which this report is made.

Respectfully submitted,

EDGAR C. ERICKSON
Bngadier General, 4 .  G. D., Mass. N. <?., The Adjutant General,

Chairman, Armory Commission.

W ILLIAM  H. HARRISON, Jr
Major, Q. M . C., Mass. N. (? , State Quartermaster,

Armory Commissioner.




