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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith, without my approval, House 
Bill No. 2064, being An Act Authorizing the Town of 
Belmont to Pension Arthur E. Hough, for similar reasons 
for which I vetoed in 1939 Bills relative to Harry A. Pen
m a n , a former employee in the City of Cambridge, the 
widow of James J. Clifford, formerly employed by the 
City of Cambridge, J. M. Nolan, a former employee of 
the City of Cambridge, and the Reverend Benjamin C. 
Seaboyer.

As a member of one of your honorable bodies for four
teen years, I realize the circumstances under which these 
bills are presented to you. I realize the sympathy that 
you have in many of these individual cases. I believe, 
however, that in almost every instance Governors for 
many years have felt it their duty to veto bills of this 
character on the general principles that I stated in H. D. 
2132 of 1939: “ Regardless of the merits of an individual 
case, it is a wrong principle of legislation to permit cer
tain petitioners to gain benefits through legislation denied 
to others in a similar position. Undoubtedly there are 
many other persons in cities throughout the Common
wealth m a position similar to the petitioner here To 
approve this legislation would be a great injustice to 
many others.” And, in H. D. 2488 of the same year 
I stated: “ Always there are circumstances which make 
the cases very appealing, but equally true there is always
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unfairness to the rank and file of our taxpayers in making 
exceptions to our general laws.”

Furthermore, in this particular case, I am informed 
that the Local Retirement Board and the State Contribu
tory Retirement Appeal Board refused the petition of 
Mr. Hough.

Verjr respectfully yours,

LEYERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


