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The committee on the Judiciary, to whom were re
ferred so much of the annual reports of the Judicial 
Council (Pub. Doc. No. 144) as relates to changing pro
visions of law requiring the Administrative Committee 
of the District Courts to be composed of the presiding 
judges in the three appellate districts (16th report, 
page 10), as relates to repeal of the law relative to ap
pointment, powers and duties of trial justices (16th 
report, pages 10-13), as relates to repeal of provisions 
of law relative to the exclusive original jurisdiction of 
district courts in actions of tort arising out of the opera
tion of motor vehicles (16th report, pages 14-15), as 
relates to district court justices sitting in the Superior 
Court (16th report, pages 15-17), as relates to district 
courts generally in connection with the problem of 
full-time judicial service (16th report, pages 17-30), as 
relates to double trials and appeals in criminal cases in 
the county of Suffolk (16th report, pages 31-32), as 
relates to appointment of temporary probation officers 
in cases of death, resignation or retirement of probation 
officers (16th report, page 33), as relates to consolidation 
of actions so as to prevent double trial of issues in sepa
rate courts or counties (16th report, page 39), so much 
of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as relates to 
a state-wide extension of the juvenile courts (page 20), 
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 28) of 
P. Eugene Casey for legislation to further regulate the 
compensation of special justices in certain district courts,
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the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 29) of 
P. Eugene Casey that provision be made for the trial 
of civil actions in district courts by juries of six, the 
petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 216) of David 
M. Brackman for legislation relative to the retirement or 
resignation of certain special justices, the petition (ac
companied by bill, Senate, No. 223) of Nathaniel N. 
Jones and others for an increase in the pensions to be 
paid to justices of the district courts who sit in the appel
late divisions of said courts by designation of the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, the petition (ac
companied by bill, Senate, No. 224) of the Eastern Mas
sachusetts Chapter National Lawyers Guild, by Josephine 
Klein, secretary, for legislation relative to justices and 
special justices of certain district courts, the petition 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 225) of the Eastern 
Massachusetts Chapter National Lawyers Guild, by 
Josephine Klein, secretary, that the offices of special 
justices of district courts be abolished upon the termina
tion of the tenure of the present incumbents, the petition 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 400) of The Massa
chusetts Child Council, Inc., by Herbert C. Parsons, 
director, for the establishment of district juvenile courts 
and an administrative committee of said courts and the 
Boston Juvenile Court and defining their powers and 
duties, the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 
402) of Laurence Curtis for legislation relative to the 
discontinuance of appointment of special justices, the 
petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 404) of 
Laurence Curtis for the establishment of a judicial com
mittee of the district court of Massachusetts and defin
ing its powers and duties, the petition (accompanied by 
bill, Senate, No. 406) of Chester A. Dolan, Jr., for legis
lation relative to the compensation, retirement and 
resignation of certain special justices in district courts, 
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 410) of 
William P. Grant for legislation to provide that district 
courts shall have jurisdiction in equity in certain actions 
arising under an Act of Congress entitled the Soldiers’
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and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of 1940, the petition (accom
panied bill, House, No. 765) of Arthur I. Burgess for 
legislation to provide for the appointment in district 
courts of associate justices in special cases, the petition 
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 768) of Albert Hurwitz 
and another for legislation to establish county courts 
and prescribe their powers and duties, the petition (ac
companied by bill, House, No. 769) of Albert Hurwitz 
and another for legislation to establish county courts in 
the counties of Suffolk and Middlesex, the petition (ac
companied by bill, House, No. 771) of Jesse A. G. Andre 
and others for legislation relative to compensation, re
tirement and resignation of certain special justices in 
district courts of the Commonwealth, the petition (ac
companied by bill, House, No. 782) of John F. Hobson 
for legislation to restrict members of the judiciary and 
court officials from engaging in other employment, the 
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1094) of En- 

Cappucci and Susan K. Donovan for legislation to 
establish the salary of the justice of the East Boston 
District Court, the petition (accompanied by bill, House, 
No. 1118) ol James F. Tobin for an amendment of the 
law relative to retirement or resignation of members of 
the judiciary, the petition (accompanied by bill, House, 
No. 1402) of A illiam R. Gilman for legislation to extend 
limited equity jurisdiction to the district courts, the 
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1403) of'W il
liam R. Gilman for amendment of the law relative to 
naturalization proceedings in district courts, the petition 
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 1404) of William R. 
Gilman relative to the appointment of special justices of 
district courts as auditors in the supreme judicial court 
and the superior court, the petition (accompanied by 
bill, House, No. 1405) of William R. Gilman for an 
amendment of the law establishing salaries of the jus
tices and special justices of the several district courts, 
the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1406) of 
William R. Gilman for legislation to grant jurisdiction 
of certain proceedings as to tax appeals to the civil juris-
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diction of district courts, the petition (accompanied by 
bill, House, No. 1407) of William R. Gilman for legisla
tion to grant concurrent jurisdiction of separate support 
proceedings and certain proceedings as to custody of 
minors to the civil jurisdiction of district courts, the 
petition (accompanied by resolve, House, No. 1910) of 
the Massachusetts Federation of Taxpayers Associations, 
Inc., for the appointment of a special commission (in
cluding members of the General Court) to investigate 
and study the district court system of the common
wealth and of trial justices, and the petition (accom
panied by bill, House, No. 2011) of Bertha B. Arno that 
in the District Court of Dukes County special justices 
be paid by the county ten dollars for each day’s service, 
report the accompanying order (House, No. 2303).

For the committee,

ARTHUR I. BURGESS.
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Ordered, That a joint special committee, consisting of 
the members of the committee on the Judiciary, is hereby 
established for the purpose of making an investigation 
and study of the district court system of the common
wealth, with a view to recommending such changes in 
said system as it may deem necessary or desirable. In 
making its investigation and study hereunder, said com
mittee shall consider so much of the 16th report of the 
judicial council (Pub. Doc. No. 144) as relates to the 
subject matter of this resolve; so much of the Governor’s 
Address (Senate, No. 1) as relates to a state-wide exten
sion of the juvenile courts (page 20); the subject matter 
of current senate documents numbered twenty-eight, 
twenty-nine, twTo hundred and sixteen, two hundred and 
twenty-three, two hundred and twenty-four, two hun
dred and twenty-five, four hundred, four hundred and 
two, four hundred and four, four hundred and six and 
four hundred and ten and current house documents num
bered seven hundred and sixty-five, seven hundred and 
sixty-eight, seven hundred and sixty-nine, seven hundred 
and seventy-one, seven hundred and eighty-two, ten 
hundred and ninety-four, eleven hundred and eighteen, 
fourteen hundred and two, fourteen hundred and three, 
fourteen hundred and four, fourteen hundred and five, 
fourteen hundred and six, fourteen hundred and seven, 
nineteen hundred and ten and twenty hundred and 
eleven. Said committee may expend for clerical and 
other necessary expenses the sum of fifteen hundred 
dollars, and shall report to the general court on or before 
the first Monday of June in the current year the results 
of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, 
if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to 
carry said recommendations into effect.








