
HOUSE No. 2350

Clw Commornuciilt!) of egassacinisctts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , April 23, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Commonwealth, at the present time, is renting for 
office space in the City of Boston approximately 72,000 
square feet at an annual rental of approximately $102,000. 
This is at the rate of $1.41 per square foot. The State 
House itself, as you well know', is extremely crowded. 
Ihe Departments of Corporations and Taxation, Public 
Welfare and Labor and Industries in particular are over
crowded. Furthermore, many of our State services are 
located in various parts of Boston so that it is difficult for 
an individual who is not familiar with Boston to find them 
without considerable trouble or for State officials to do 
their w'ork expeditiously.

The Ford Building, directly opposite the State House 
at the corner of Bowdoin Street and Ashburton Place, 
anu the vacant lot of land on Bowdoin Street adjoining 
the Ford Building to the north, can be purchased at the 
present time at such favorable prices that I believe the 
opportunity makes an excellent business investment for 
the Commonwealth. For these reasons I have secured an 
option without cost to the Commonwealth to purchase 
this building at a price of $155,000 and to purchase the 
land to the rear of the building, now used as a parking 
area, for $55,000, expiring July 15, 1941. The assessed 
value of the vacant land is $62,100 and it contains 6900 
square feet. The assessed value of the Ford Building and 
land upon which it stands is $425,000. For the Common
wealth to build such a building, not including the land,
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will cost at least $500,000. The Department of Public 
Welfare now occupies over 8300 square feet of the Ford 
Building at a rental of almost $14,000 per annum. This 
rental is at the rate of $1.65 per square foot. The top 
three floors of this building are not sub-divided and con
sequently can be occupied with practically no expense 
immediately.

The Ford Building contains approximately 52,103 
square feet, providing Ford Hall is discontinued, and the 
second floor increased in size. There is a second hall 
known as Kingsley Hall. This may be used for large 
Legislative hearings and as a place to hold civil service 
examinations, etc. The building itself is in excellent 
condition. Its boilers, roof and elevators have been well 
maintained. The operating expenses, exclusive of taxes 
which the Commonwealth will not have to pay, and of 
insurance because the Commonwealth does not insure, 
are estimated to be approximately $36,000 per year. I 
have not received an estimate of the cost of alterations of 
Ford Hall but I am confident that they will not be ex
cessive and, except for this alteration, I am informed there 
are none of any consequence that will have to be made 
before the Commonwealth can occupy the whole building.

I recommend that the Ford Building and the vacant 
lot above mentioned be acquired by the Commonwealth 
and that the financing of the acquisition be included in 
the budget now being considered by your honorable 
bodies. If the Commonwealth purchases the Ford Build
ing over a period of twenty years it can make this pur
chase and, at the same time, pay less per square foot 
than it. is now paying as rent in various sections of the 
City of Boston. I estimate that, if the purchase of this 
building is amortized over a twenty year period, the cost 
per square foot will be approximately $.90 and if over a 
ten year period, approximately $1.04 per square foot, as 
opposed to a present average price in space now rented 
of $1.41 per square foot. In either event, when the pur
chase of the building is completed, the average per square 
foot cost will be about $.70. In addition to this there 
will be, of course, the price of the vacant lot.
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In other words, the Commonwealth can own and oper
ate this building, have an additional public auditorium, 
and pay for it at a cost less than it is now paying annu
ally for the same space in the City of Boston. In addi
tion, it will have behind the building available space at 
a reasonable price, providing it is purchased now, on 
which to extend its office space at a later date and, in 
the meantime, rent profitably.

I ask your early and careful consideration of this sub
ject in order that your budget figures may be re-adjusted 
including estimates for departmental rentals and these 
purchases.

Respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.




