
HOUSE No. 2409

C i)c  C o m m o n to e a lti)  o f e ^ a g g a c fm s e tts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , May 6, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The fiscal year of the federal government closes on 
June 30, 1941.

This morning I conferred with Hervey F. Law, Super
visor of Airports for the Civil Aeronautics Adminis
tration of the federal government. He informs me that 
$229,000 has been allocated by the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration with the approval of the Approval 
Board made up of the Secretary of War, the Secretary 
of the Navy, and the Secretary of Commerce, to be 
spent on the improvement of an airport at Bedford. 
This money has been allocated for military purposes 
and the improvement at the airport is for military 
purposes.

In conjunction with this, as supplementary airports, 
for military purposes, of the central one at East Boston, 
are plans for airports at Norwood, Bedford, and Beverly. 
I am informed that the airports at Norwood and Beverly 
are of municipal standing and may receive federal assist
ance for military purposes in the next fiscal year. The 
one at Bedford, in my opinion, should be of State stand
ing as part of a State system.

Mr. Law further states that unless the Massachusetts 
authorities authorize this proposal within a week, the 
money necessarily must be withdrawn because it is 
desired for other places and cannot be encumbered 
before June 30, 1941, the close of the present federal 
fiscal year.
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I am of the opinion that this airport is a valuable 
adjunct for future aeronautical use in Massachusetts 
and for immediate defense purposes. I, therefore, re
spectfully recommend, in addition to my Inaugural 
Message, that appropriate action for taking this prop
erty by eminent domain be authorized by your honor
able bodies within the coming week; otherwise the federal 
appropriations for this fiscal year at least will be lost to 
Massachusetts. I use the word eminent domain in order 
that the military authorities may at once proceed to 
work; otherwise indefinite delay may result.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


