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The committee on Public Welfare, to whom was re
ferred so much of the special report of the Governor’s 
Committee on Public Safety directed to make an investi
gation relative to certain measures adopted by the Com
monwealth between 1916 and 1918 dealing with men 
who entered the military service of the United States 
(Senate, Xo. 625) as relates to the care in state institu
tions of persons in the military or naval service of the 
United States suffering from mental diseases, report the 
accompanying bill (House, Xo. 2473).

For the committee,

ADOLPH JOHXSOX.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  to  p r o v id e  f o r  t h e  c a r e  in  s t a t e  h o s p it a l s

FOR THE INSANE OF THOSE IN THE MILITARY FORCES 

SUFFERING FROM MENTAL DISEASE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-three of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi-
3 tion, is hereby amended by striking out section
4 eighty-four and inserting in place thereof the fol-
5 lowing: —
6 Section 84. The superintendent of any state hos-
7 pital for the insane, or the McLean hospital, may 
S receive for care and treatment any person in the 
9 military or naval service of the United States who

10 is suffering from mental disease and cannot properly
11 be cared for at the army post, naval station, air base
12 or government hospital where he is stationed or hap-
13 pens to be, upon the written application of the medi-
14 cal officer in charge at such army post, naval station,
15 air base or government hospital, who shall make a full
16 statement of the case in such form as the department
17 prescribes. Unless otherwise ordered by the proper
18 military or naval authority, persons received into a
19 hospital under this section may be detained therein
20 for a period not exceeding sixty days, except that
21 further detention, if necessary, may be authorized
22 by the department.


