
HOUSE No. 2503

Ci)c Commontoealti) of s@as0aci)usetts

H ouse of R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , May 21, 1941.

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom were re
ferred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 219) 
of Joseph F. Francis for legislation to discourage belated 
decisions by justices of the Superior Court and of dis
trict courts, and the petition (accompanied by bill, 
House, No. 1116) of Francis X. Zuffante and another 
for legislation to discourage belated opinions by justices 
of the Superior Court and of district courts, report the 
accompanying bill (House, No. 2503).

For the committee,

DANIEL L. O’DONNELL.
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Cfce Commontoealtfr of agaosactjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct to d iscou rage  be la te d  d ecisio n s  b y  the

SUPERIOR COURT AND BY DISTRICT COURTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section  1. Chapter two hundred and twenty of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section fourteen A, inserted by chapter two hundred
4 and six of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
5 six, and inserting in place thereof the four following
6 sections: —
7 Section H A .  The clerks of courts in the several
8 counties other than Suffolk, the clerk of the superior
9 court for civil business in the county of Suffolk, and

10 the clerks of all district courts, including the munici-
11 pal court of the city of Boston, shall keep a record
12 of all civil matters pending in their several courts,
13 except the supreme judicial court, which have been
14 submitted for an interlocutory or final decision to
15 any justice or special justice, whether on motion,
16 demurrer, auditor’s or master’s report, trial or other-
17 wise. These records shall show the cause of action,
18 the number of the case, the nature of the matter sub-
19 mitted, the name of the judge to whom submitted,
20 the date of submission, the date of decision, and anv
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21 other detail which may be required by the forms
22 mentioned in section fourteen B.
23 As used in this section and in sections fourteen B
24 to fourteen D, inclusive, the words “ submitted for
25 decision” shall not mean the time of the filing of a
26 motion, demurrer or other paper or the beginning of
27 a trial, but shall mean the time when a matter has
28 been fully heard or tried, except that a motion for a
29 new trial shall be submitted for decision, within the
30 meaning of this section, at the time it is filed.
31 Section lJfB. Every clerk of any court subject to
32 section fourteen A shall report to the clerk of the su-
33 preme judicial court for the county of Suffolk, on
34 forms to be established by said court by order, not
35 later than the tenth day of each calendar month for
36 the period ending with the last day of the preceding
37 calendar month, all matters which have been sub-
38 mitted to any justice or special justice for decision
39 as stated in section fourteen A, which have remained
40 undisposed of for thirty days or more after such sub-
41 mission. A copy of such report shall be delivered,
42 by the clerk who makes it, to each justice or special
43 justice involved. Each such monthly report shall
44 show also all cases and other matters listed in pre-
45 vious reports which have been disposed of since the
46 last report was made. Each such monthly report
47 shall be laid by said clerk of the supreme judicial
48 court before the chief justice, or before a justice thereof
49 sitting in the single justice session at Boston, within
50 ten days after being filed.
51 Section l^C. If any matter so submitted remains
52 pending and undisposed of at the end of forty-five
53 days after its submission, the justice or special jus-
54 tice having the matter in hand, or the chief justice,
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55 presiding justice or justice of the court in which the
56 matter was submitted for decision, shall forthwith
57 report in writing the cause of the delay to the chief
58 justice of the supreme judicial court. At the same
59 time a copy of such report shall be filed with the clerk
60 of the court in which the matter was submitted for
61 decision and copies thereof forthwith sent by said
62 clerk to all counsel of record.
63 Section 1J/-D. In the event that the supreme judi-
64 cial court, sitting in its single justice session at Boston,
65 or by its chief justice, after inspecting any report made
66 to its said clerk under section fourteen B or to its
67 chief justice under section fourteen C, finds that a
68 justice or special justice has not used reasonable dili-
69 gence in disposing of matters submitted to him for
70 decision, said court shall forthwith make an appro-
71 priate order as to the matter involved.

1 Section  2. The first reports required by this act
2 to be made by the several clerks shall be made on the
3 tenth day of September, nineteen hundred and forty-
4 one.


