
HOUSE No. 2516
Mr. King of Millis presented a petition of F. W. Cook (Secretary 

of the Commonwealth) relative to the engrossment of bills and resolves 
passed to be engrossed by the General Court. State Administration.

O f  Commontoealti) of e@assaci)U0ctis

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  e n g r o s s m e n t  o f  b i l l s  a n d

RESOLVES PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED B Y  THE GENERAL 

COURT.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to expedite the
3 making of certain legislative acts and resolves avail-
4 able to the public, therefore it is hereby declared to
5 be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
6 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-three of chapter three of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in the fifth line, the
4 word “ or” and by inserting after the word “ ma-
5 chine” in said line the words: — , or printed,__so
6 as to read as follows: — Section 23. Bills and re-
7 solves passed to be engrossed by the general court
8 and bills for which initiative petitions are completed
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9 under the constitution of the commonwealth, shall,
10 under the direction of the state secretary, be fairly
11 engrossed on parchment or parchment paper in a plain
12 and legible handwriting, written by a typewriting
13 machine, or printed, without interlineation, and with
14 a margin of not less than one inch on each side, and in
15 engrossing bills for which initiative petitions are com-
16 pleted the enacting clause shall be in the form pre-
17 scribed by section three of chapter four. Each sheet
18 on which bills are engrossed or typewritten shall be
19 eighteen inches long and thirteen inches wide, and
20 each sheet on which resolves are engrossed or type-
21 written shall be fifteen inches long and ten inches
22 wide. The secretary shall cause the acts and resolves
23 of each session to be neatly and strongly bound in
24 separate volumes of convenient size and lettered on
25 the back with a designation of the contents and the
26 legislative year. If such original engrossed acts or
27 resolves are becoming illegible, he shall cause parch-
28 ment or parchment paper copies thereof, similar to
29 the originals, to be engrossed, and shall attest them.
30 Such attested copies shall have the same force and
31 effect as the originals.


