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H ouse of R e p r e se n t a t iv e s , M ay 26, 1941.

The committee on Public Health, to whom was re
ferred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 868) 
of the Massachusetts Selectmen’s Association for legis
lation relative to the licensing of nursing homes and con
valescent homes, report the accompanying bill (House, 
No. 2526).

For the committee,

LESLIE B. CUTLER.

Representative A l f r e d  M. B e s s e t t e  of New Bedford 
dissenting.



2 HOUSE —  No. 2526. [May

Clje CommontoealtJ) of spagsacijusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n A ct  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n

OF NURSING HOMES AND CONVALESCENT HOMES AND 

FURTHER REGULATING THE LICENSING OF BOARDING 

HOMES FOR AGED PERSONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-one of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 twenty-two A, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi-
4 tion, and inserting in place thereof the following: —
5 Section 22 A. The department may license any
6 suitable person to maintain a boarding home for
7 aged persons, a convalescent home or a nursing home,
8 if the local mayor and city council or selectmen shall
9 first certify to the department that, from their in-

10 spection and examination of such home, the same is
11 suitable therefor. The department may prescribe the
12 conditions under which such a license may be granted
13 and may make, and from time to time alter and amend,
14 rules and regulations for the government of such
15 homes. Every license issued under authority of this
16 section shall be for the term of two years, but may
17 be revoked by the department at any time for cause.
18 The department shall have supervision of all such
19 homes and may visit and inspect the same at any
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20 time and examine their accounts. Any person, other
21 than a charitable corporation duly incorporated under
22 the laws of this commonwealth, proposing to enter
23 into a contract to provide, for life or for more than
24 five years, other than care incident to advanced age
25 for any person, a member of his immediate family,
26 over sixty years of age, convalescent care or nursing
27 care incident to the convalescence of a person, other
28 than a member of his immediate family, who has
29 been ill, shall report that fact immediately to the
30 department and shall, before entering into or receiv-
31 ing any consideration under such contract, deposit
32 with the state treasurer a bond in a sum and in an
33 amount satisfactory to the department, with sureties
34 approved by the state treasurer, or, in lieu thereof,
35 such amount of money or securities as the depart-
36 ment determines, as security for the proper care as 
o7 aforesaid of such person. Any person, other than
38 such a charitable corporation, who maintains a board-
39 ing home for aged persons, a convalescent home or
40 a nursing home without holding a license hereunder,
41 and any person licensed hereunder who violates any
42 provision hereof, shall for a first offence be punished
43 by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars and
44 for each subsequent offence by imprisonment for not
45 more than two years. Whoever under his own name
46 or under any other name or style, except such a chari-
47 table corporation, maintains a home in which three
48 or more persons, other than members of his imme-
49 diate family, over the age of sixty years, are, for
50 hire, gain or reward, by contract as aforesaid or
51 otherwise, provided with care incident to advanced
52 age shall be deemed to maintain a boarding home for
53 aged persons for the purposes hereof, and whoever
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54 except such a charitable corporation, maintains a
55 home in which three or more persons, other than
56 members of his immediate family, recovering from
57 an illness are for hire, gain or reward by contract
58 as aforesaid or otherwise provided with convalescent
59 or nursing care shall be deemed to maintain a con-
60 valescent home or a nursing home for the purposes
61 hereof.


