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Cöe Commontoealtö of Massachusetts

House of Representatives, June 20, 1941.

The committee on State Administration, to whom was 
referred so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, 
No. 1) as relates to a study of the plans of the Department 
of Public Works and the Boston Port Authority for the 
improvement of the Port of Boston (page 14), report the 
accompanying bill (House, No. 2611).

For the committee,

F. EBEN BROWN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A c t  a u t h o r iz in g  a n d  d ir e c t in g  o r  e m p o w e r in g

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS TO ACQUIRE FISKE, 

HARRIS AND CONSTITUTION WHARVES, SO CALLED, IN 

THE CITY OF BOSTON AND TO CONSTRUCT AND OPERATE 

OR LEASE WHARVES AND PIERS THEREON^AND TO PRE

PARE PLANS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FACILI

TIES OF THE PORT OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. For the purpose of the development
2 and maintenance of a waterfront terminal in the city
3 of Boston the department of public works is hereby
4 authorized and empowered to take by eminent do-
5 main under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws,
6 or to acquire by purchase or otherwise, and hold,
7 the real property, wharves, piers and other structures
8 thereon and the rights and easements therein, lying
9 on the waterfront of, and northerly of Commercial

10 street in, said city and known as Fiske wharf, Harris
11 wharf and Constitution wharf, and in addition any
12 real property and any rights and easements therein
13 belonging to the city of Boston lying immediately
14 adjacent thereto, and said city is hereby authorized
15 to sell and convey said property. For the purpose of
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16 carrying out of the provisions of this section said de-
17 partment may expend such sums, not exceeding, in
18 the aggregate, one hundred and fifty thousand dol-
19 lars, as may hereafter be appropriated therefor.

1 Section 2. Said department, subject to appropria-
2 tion therefor, is hereby authorized and directed to con-
3 struct on the real property taken or acquired by it
4 under section one wharves, adequate piers, railroad
5 connections, storage yards, warehouses and industrial
6 establishments or other similar structures, hereinafter
7 referred to as structures, and may operate or lease
8 any or all of said structures in accordance with the
9 provisions of chapter ninety-one of the General Laws.

10 Notwithstanding the provisions of section five of
11 chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws said real prop-
12 erty, and the rights and easements therein, taken or
13 acquired under section one, and the structures con-
14 structed under section two, of this act shall be exempt
15 from taxation.

1 Section 3. In addition to any other appropriation
2 for the same or similar purposes said department may
3 expend during the years nineteen hundred and forty-
4 one and nineteen hundred and forty-two such sums,
5 not exceeding, in the aggregate, twenty-five thousand
6 dollars, as may hereafter be appropriated therefor,
7 for the purpose of preparing comprehensive and de-
8 tailed plans for the development and improvement of
9 the facilities of the Port of Boston.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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