
HOUSE No. 2653
C&e Commontoealtb of Massachusetts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o st o n , June 25, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Under the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith 
Items #1314-00 and #1314-21 of House Bill No. 2500, 
amended, being An Act Making Appropriations for the 
Maintenance of Departments, Boards, Commissions, In
stitutions and Certain Activities of the Commonwealth 
for Interest, Sinking Fund, Serial Bond Requirements, 
and for Certain Permanent Improvements, with the rec
ommendation that these amounts included under these 
items for the year 1941 and 1942 be reduced respectively 
from $73,015 and $73,265 to $55,000 and to $.00 and 
from $1650 and $1650 to $1200 and to $.00.

At the present time you have pending before your 
honorable bodies a recess commission report concerning 
the abandonment of the State Teachers’ College at W est- 
field and until that matter is determined, 1 do not be
lieve that money should be appropriated for this purpose. 
This recommendation follows your action with relation 
to the Consolidation of Planning Boards.

I am also returning herewith Item #0801-02 with the 
recommendation that it be amended and then reduced 
as follows: “ For the compensation of assistants in his 
office and for such other legal and personal services as 
may be required, including not more than thirty-six per
manent positions and excluding therefrom any compen
sation for a cashier for which no appropriation is made,” 
to be reduced for the year 1941 from $124,000 to $122,- 
250 and for 1942 from $124,000 to $120,500.”
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My reasons for making this suggestion are contained 
in a letter from the Attorney General to Chairman Bige
low of the Ways and Means dated May 19, 1941, from 
which I quote in part:

“ I am informed that when the position of cashier was 
created by statute this department collected corporation 
taxes in large amounts every year. Subsequently the 
practice was changed so that these taxes are collected 
largely though the Commissioner of Corporations and 
Taxation, by warrant. However that may be, the plain 
fact is, that there is absolutely no need of the position in 
the department under present conditions, and, if the office 
were vacant, I should under no circumstances consider 
filling it.

“ The present incumbent is Mr. John J. Harrington, 
appointed in January 1939, after having passed a non
competitive civil service examination. His salary is, and 
has been since his appointment, $3,500. Mr. Harrington 
is forty-three years of age, passed his examination as a 
certified public accountant in 1923, and was certified to 
practice in Massachusetts in 1927. From 1935 to 1939 
he was a deputy auditor of the Commonwealth.

“ I have nothing at all against Mr. Harrington. So far 
as I  am able to learn he has never performed any duties 
as cashier in this department either under my predecessor 
or myself. I have no reason to doubt that if this office 
required the services of a certified public accountant at 
a fixed yearly salary, Mr. Harrington would perform 
them to the best of his ability. The plain facts are that 
we have here a certified public accountant receiving a 
substantial salary in a position made permanent by the 
Legislature, and that the need for such a position has 
long since passed.

“ I had hoped that if Mr. Harrington wished to con
tinue in the government service some other department 
would require his services so that a transfer might be 
effected, leaving the position vacant, in which case, as I 
have already indicated it would not be filled by me. In 
order to be perfectly fair about the matter, I indicated
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some months ago to Mr. Harrington that I considered 
the position unnecessary and suggested that he seek a 
place elsewhere. At the same time I gave instructions 
to the effect that he was to be given ample time to seek 
another position without prejudice to his standing here.” 

For these reasons I am returning herewith these items 
for your further consideration.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.




