
HOUSE No. 2733

Cbe Comtnontoealti) of Q^assacftuoetts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o st o n , July 11, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Under the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith 
House Bill No. 2335, amended, being “ An Act Further 
Regulating the Hours of Duty of Permanent Members 
of Fire Departments in Certain Cities and Towns” with 
the following recommendations:

(1) Sections 56, 57 and 59 of Chapter 48 of the General 
Laws compose a general statute of the State. Section 59 
specifically states that cities and towns by referendum 
at election, upon petition of at least ten per cent of the 
voters of said municipality, may change from a single to 
a two platoon system. The purpose of this bill is to 
further amend this section. Your honorable bodies and 
myself would be remiss in our responsibility if we de
prived our cities and towns of determining for themselves 
by popular vote whether or not to change a system that 
has been established in their communities by popular 
vote. This is the essence of democracy and of govern
ment by the people. I, therefore, recommend that this 
bill be made effective in the same manner as is now in
cluded in Section 59.

(2) The President of the United States on May 28th 
of this year declared an unlimited national emergency. 
This emergency calls for the greatest possible effort on 
the part of every citizen of the LTnited States. Our 
country is now in the midst of one of the most difficult
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crises, not only in its history but in the history of the 
world. The President has, for this reason, cancelled 
certain leaves of public employees and lengthened their 
hours of work. The times demand more sweat, not 
less, more individual effort, not less. In such an emer
gency every possible man must be made available for 
war industries or for the army or navy of the United 
States. Those of us who are in the public service, whether 
it be national, state, or municipal, have even greater 
responsibility towards our governments because of our 
oaths of office and of a keener understanding of the 
crises which the country faces. I, therefore, recommend 
that this bill be not effective until the President of the 
United States has declared the unlimited national emer
gency to be at an end.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


