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E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o st o n , July 16, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

During the past two years I have had many confer
ences with the Commissioner of Public Works concerning 
the garage facilities for the Department. At the present 
moment the principal garage is the so-called “ D Street 
Garage” . This has become greatly overcrowded and is 
totally inadequate for the Department needs. Scarcely 
a week goes by, the Commissioner informs me, without 
narrow escapes from serious injury on account of this 
crowded condition. Recently a truck slipped from its 
props and crashed into a bench and a man just escaped 
extremely serious injury.

In my opinion, this condition must be improved in 
one way or another. To build an addition to the D Street 
Garage will cost, I am informed, $150,000 and probably 
will only meet the requirements for ten years or so, as 
there will be no opportunity for further development in 
that locality. At the moment, regardless of money ap
propriated, it will be difficult to obtain materials with 
which to make these additions. Furthermore, much 
time and money and equipment is wasted because of 
the length of time it takes to get to the garage through 
the most -congested traffic area in the Commonwealth.

To relieve this congestion, this danger and this waste 
of efficiency, the Department wishes to purchase a build
ing owned by the Saco-Lowell Shops located on Need
ham Street in Newton. This can be purchased, I am 
informed, for a price not to exceed $150,000. In my
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opinion, this is an extremely wise purchase for the 
Commonwealth to make. The building cost at least 
$1,500,000 to build and certainly in these times will not 
remain for an indefinite period at the price for which 
the Commonwealth now can buy it. This opportunity 
does not come often and I strongly recommend that 
your honorable bodies authorize this purchase at the 
present time. The sale of the D Street Garage will 
somewhat offset this cost.

I am informed that it will cost approximately $80,000 
more to alter, equip and heat it. When this is accom
plished the Department will have sufficient space and 
equipment for its needs for as long a time as can be 
foreseen. In addition, there may be space in which other 
cars belonging to the Commonwealth can be placed. 
The Commonwealth owns over two thousand cars, not 
including trucks, and the garaging of them is one of the 
expensive problems upon which Commissioner Moynihan 
and I have been working for the past two years.

I, therefore, recommend that a sum sufficiently large 
be appropriated from the funds of the Public Works De
partment to purchase and equip satisfactorily this build
ing located in the City of Newton. The problem of local 
taxation enters. When the building at D  Street is sold 
it will again become property taxable to the benefit of 
the City of Boston. On the other hand, the City of 
Newton will lose the right to tax the building within its 
limits when it is bought by the Commonwealth. If, in 
your opinion, some concessions to the City of Newton 
should be made, I am in favor of them.

For the reasons stated above, I strongly recommend 
that sufficient sums be appropriated from the Highway 
Fund to purchase, equip and operate such a garage in 
the City of Newt,on.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


