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Che Commontoealtb of Massachusetts

H ouse op R e p r e se n t a t iv e s , July 17, 1941.

The committee on Conservation, to whom was re
ferred the message from His Excellency the Governor 
recommending legislation relative to prevention and sup
pression of forest fires and making various changes in 
the laws relating to forest fires (House, No. 2732), report 
(in part) the accompanying bill (House, No. 2755).

For the committee,

GEO. WARD STETSON.
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Cfce Commontoealtf) of ^assacftusetti

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct p e r t a in in g  to  th e  forecast  of fo r est  fire

W E A T H E R  A N D  F O R E ST  P A T R O L .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-eight B of chapter forty-eight, as
2 amended by section three hundred and nine, acts of
3 nineteen hundred and thirty, is hereby amended by
4 striking out the section and substituting in place
5 thereof the following new section: —
6 Section 28B. For a period of three years from the
7 passage of this act, the director of the division of for-
8 estry shall establish and maintain a system of fore-
9 casting forest fire weather, provided such service is

10 not available from the United States Forest Service.
11 During this period every town, which in the judgment
12 of the director contains sufficient woodland or such
13 forest fire hazards as to justify the use of patrol, shall
14 employ patrol service as hereinafter provided. Pa-
15 trols shall be used on all days determined and an-
16 nounced by the director to be of class three or higher
17 fire hazard, according to the United States Forest
18 Service standard of classification of fire danger, or its
19 equivalent in any future classification. It shall be
20 the duty of the director to determine in advance what
21 areas shall be patrolled in each town, the method to
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22 be used and the maximum number of patrols neces-
23 sary, after a study made in co-operation with the local
24 forest warden. The patrols shall be increased with
25 the increase of hazard to the number determined to
26 be necessary for a given degree of hazard. In case
27 any town fails to comply with this provision, the
28 director may cause the forests to be patrolled and the
29 town shall be liable for the cost of such patrol. All
30 towns of a valuation of one million two hundred and
31 fifty thousand dollars or less shall be reimbursed by
32 the state for one half of any expenditures under this
33 act, when approved by the director. For purposes of
34 this act, there is hereby appropriated for the bien-
35 nium, nineteen hundred and forty-one and nineteen
36 hundred and forty-two, the sum of six thousand
37 dollars.




