
HOUSE No. 2836

Cbe Commontoealtt) of Massachusetts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o st o n , July 31, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith, under the provisions of Ar
ticle LYI of the Amendments to the Constitution, House 
Bill No. 2777, amended, being “ A Resolve providing for 
an investigation by the Department of Public Health 
relative to the advisability and expense of establishing 
in said Department a bureau for the care of inebriates” , 
with the recommendation that in the first line of said 
Resolve the words “ Department of Mental Health”  be 
inserted and the words “ Department of Public Health” 
be stricken out.

I make this recommendation upon the information 
received from Dr. Pope, Deputy Commissioner of Pub
lic Health, as follows: “ In view of the type of medical, 
psychiatric and social problems involved in the care and 
treatment of chronic alcoholics, it is the opinion of this 
Department that the type of investigation called for by 
this Resolve properly belongs in the Department of Men
tal Health rather than in Public Health. I have dis
cussed this matter at some length with the staff of the 
State Department of Mental Health who concur in this 
opinion. Furthermore, if such an investigation is to be 
more than a superficial review of the situation, and of 
previous action in this field, it should be directed by 
someone with special training in the field of sociology 
and psychiatry, with provision for the necessary clerical 
staff and office facilities to make a comprehensive and 
authoritative report.”

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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