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C & e  C o m m o n to e a lti)  o f M a s s a c h u s e tts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u se , B o st o n , August 4, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Under the provisions of Article LVI of the Amendments 
to the Constitution, I am returning herewith House Bill 
No. 2569, amended, being “ An Act to provide for the 
employment of partially disabled public employees and 
the temporary filling of their original positions” , with the 
following recommendations:

1. By striking out in the third and fourth lines the 
words “ who in the opinion of the head of the department 
in which he was employed at the time of receiving his 
injury or in the opinion of his appointing officer” , and 
substituting therefor the words “ who in the opinion of 
the head of any department or in the opinion of any 
appointing officer” .

2. By striking out in line five, the word “ working” 
preceding capacity and substituting therefor the word 
“ earning” , so as to read “ reduced earning capacity” .

3. By adding to the statute as now written, the follow
ing words, “ an employee partially disabled in the service 
of the State, Metropolitan District Commission, county, 
city or town, shall not be re-employed in a position which 
is within the classified Civil Service until approval of 
such appointment has been received from the Division 
of Civil Service” .

The evident purpose of the proposed statute is to em
ploy such recipients of disability compensation as may 
be able to perform duties in some category of service 
other than that in which they had been originally em-
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ployed, and by so doing to effect a saving in the amount 
disbursed for disability compensation.

The purpose of this legislation is excellent. These 
three changes are recommended in order that:

1. A disabled employee may be enabled to accept ap
pointment in a position of reduced earning capacity in 
any department including that of original employment.

2. The language of the bill should refer to “ reduced 
earning capacity” rather than reduced working capacity, 
inasmuch as the latter is difficult to determine and there 
are existing statutes governing the determination of earn
ing capacity.

3. Re-employment in a position within the classified 
Civil Service should be made only after the approval of 
said appointment by the Division of Civil Service.

Very respectfully yours,

LEYERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


