
HOUSE No. 2851

C()e Commontoealtt) of C^assacDusetts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u se , B o st o n , September 17, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Navy Department has requested that the Com
monwealth initiate such legislation as may be necessary 
for the granting of permission for the Navy to extend a 
shipbuilding dock and wood service pier outside of a 
certain line of jurisdiction which has been established by 
the Legislature.

This would mean that the Commonwealth grant juris
diction to a small additional area under tide water 
adjacent to an area previously granted for the purpose 
of extending the proposed shipbuilding dock and wood 
service pier.

I attach a copy of the letter from Rear Admiral Tarrant 
to the Department of Public Works and a draft of a 
proposed bill which would carry out the purpose of this 
request.

I recommend the passage of legislation which would 
grant the necessary authority.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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U . S. N a v y  Y a r d , B o sto n ,
No. N 15/N Y2 (M Y) 2 Sep., 1941.
From: Commandant, Navy Yard, Boston, Mass.
T o: Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

Department of Public Works,
100 Nashua Street,
Boston, Mass.

Subject: Construction of shipbuilding dock and wood service pier; —
request for permission to extend beyond pierhead and bulk
head line.

Enclosures: (A) Two tracings and two drawings on cloth mounted paper.
(B) Petition to Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

1. Enclosed herewith are two tracings and two drawings on 
cloth mounted paper and petition to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts for permission to construct those portions of a 
shipbuilding dock and adjacent wood service pier which pro
ject beyond the established pierhead and bulkhead line.

2. Most of the proposed construction will lie inside the pier
head and bulkhead line within the area over which jurisdiction 
has been previously granted to the United States by the Com
monwealth. In order to secure efficient operation of the dock, 
it is desired to extend a portion of the construction beyond 
those limits and to encroach upon the navigable water area as 
indicated on the drawing, but this encroachment will probably 
not cause any interference with actual navigation.

3. It is requested that you initiate such legislation as may 
be necessary for the granting of the desired permission. An 
application for a similar permit has also been made to the U. S. 
District Engineer for the Boston District.

/s /  W. T. TARRANT,
Rear Admiral, U. S. N ., Commandant.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A c t  c e d i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  t o  t h e  u n i t e d

STATES OF AMERICA OVER CERTAIN LAND IN BOSTON 

HARBOR.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. For the purpose of enabling the United
2 States of America to extend a shipbuilding dock and
3 wooden service pier at the Boston Navy Yard in Bos-
4 ton Harbor, the commonwealth, subject to the con-
5 ditions hereinafter imposed, hereby grants and cedes
6 to the United States of America jurisdiction over and
7 all right and claim of the commonwealth to that por-
8 tion of land covered by navigable water lying out-
9 board of the exterior line described in chapter four

10 hundred and ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred
11 and thirty-eight described as follows: beginning at a
12 point in the line defined in chapter four hundred and
13 ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
14 eight as extending from the intersection of the pierhead
15 and bulkhead line of eighteen hundred and ninety-
16 eight and nineteen hundred and eighteen, “ S 8° 23'
17 12.6" E a distance of seven hundred five and two
18 tenths feet to a point in Mystic River,”  said point
19 being S 8° 23' 12.6" E four hundred eighty-one and
20 seven tenths feet from said intersection, thence S 40°
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21 14' 25" E a distance of one hundred fourteen and
22 forty-six hundredths feet to a point, thence S 17° 10'
23 29.6" W  a distance of one hundred forty feet to a point
24 at an angle in the line described in said chapter four
25 hundred and ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred
26 and thirty-eight thence N 8° 23' 12.6" W  a distance
27 of two hundred twenty-three and fifty-two hundredths
28 feet to the point of beginning, containing six thousand
29 seven hundred fifty-one square feet more or less.

1 S e c t i o n  2. Jurisdiction over said land is hereby
2 granted and ceded to the United States of America,
3 but upon the express condition that the commonwealth
4 shall retain concurrent jurisdiction with the United
5 States of America in and over the lands so acquired,
6 in so far that all civil processes, and such criminal
7 processes as may issue under the authority of the com-
8 monwealth against any person or persons charged
9 with crimes committed without said land and all

10 processes for the collection of taxes levied under
11 authority of the laws of the commonwealth, including
12 the service of warrants, may be executed thereon in
13 the same manner as though this cession had not been
14 granted: and provided, that title to and the exclusive
15 jurisdiction over, said area shall revert to and revest
16 in the commonwealth whenever said area shall cease
17 to be used for the purposes set forth in section one.

1 S e c t i o n  3. The United States government is
2 hereby authorized to fill said area and to place such
3 structures in or over the said area as may be necessary
4 for the purpose for which the same is granted in ac-
5 cordance with plans to be filed with and approved by
6 the state department of public works.


