
HOUSE No. 2856

Cl)e Commontoealtf) of Qfjassacfcusetts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , October 2, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Our Massachusetts Committee on Public Safety has 
been functioning now for approximately fifteen months. 
It has initiated in this Commonwealth activities that will 
become of the utmost importance if the ravages of war 
actually reach our State. It has endeavored to set up 
defenses that have proved so necessary to the type of 
warfare that is being waged in Europe today.

I have refrained from sending a message to you at an 
earlier date on this general subject because as long as 
you are in session I can ask your consideration on short 
notice of matters that may become of grave consequence 
to our people. After you prorogue events may happen 
so quickly that the life and safety of our people may be 
endangered without adequate preparation. We must be 
prepared to meet such a situation, and this message is 
sent you in an effort to take every step that we humanly 
can to forestall any catastrophe and to protect our citi
zens and their homes. I recommend for your considera
tion the following:

1. That the Committee on Public Safety be given a 
legal standing and that its powers and duties be more 
accurately defined.

2. That local committees be given the authority to 
practice blackouts and any other methods of civilian 
defense.

3. That provision be made for more effective coor
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dination of fire protection and police protection in special 
war-time emergencies.

4. That certain insignia be legalized in order that per
sons wearing such insignia can be easily recognized, and 
be known to have the authority necessary to carry out 
their duties.

5. That certain emergency powers be placed in the 
office of the Governor if and wffien the Congress of the 
United States shall declare war, or if and when the Presi
dent of the United States shall by proclamation or other
wise inform the authorities in this State that the peace 
and security of our people are endangered by belligerent 
acts.

6. Finally, that such other proposals be considered as 
the Committee on Public Safety may present to you 
which they deem necessary for the safety of our people 
in the emergency of war.

In my opinion any Act should be limited so that the 
powers and duties given under it are terminated when 
the emergency ceases, and in any event not later than 
April, 1943.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor.


