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E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o st o n , October 9, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Under the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith 
House Bill 717, being “ An Act regulating the printing 
on ballots at state primaries of the names of candidates 
for nomination for certain offices by a political party” 
with the following recommendation:

Section 48 of Chapter 53 of the General Laws as most 
recently amended by Chapter 563 of the Acts of the cur
rent year is hereby further amended by striking out the 
last sentence of said section as so amended and inserting 
in place thereof the two following paragraphs: —

“ There shall not be printed on the ballot at a state 
primary the name of any person as a candidate for nomi
nation for the office of county commissioner or senator or 
representative to the General Court unless a certificate 
from the registrars of voters of the city or town where 
such person resides stating that he is enrolled as a mem
ber of a political party giving the name of party or that 
he is not enrolled in any political party, is filed with the 
state secretary on or before the last day herein provided 
for the filing of nomination papers. Against the name of 
any such candidate shall be printed on the ballot the 
name of the party of which he is an enrolled member or, 
if he is not enrolled in any party the word ‘unenrolled’ .

Said registrars shall forthwith issue the certificates 
required by this section upon request of any such candi
date or of his authorized representative.”
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This act as drawn at present makes no provision 
whereby the secretary of state can ascertain whether 
such candidate is actually enrolled in any party or not, 
and therefore creates a situation filled with great danger 
in respect to the validity of nomination papers hereafter 
filed by any such candidate. The suggested amendment 
is drafted to take care of this difficulty.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor.


