
HOUSE No. 2896
Mr. Milano of Melrose presented a petition of Joseph A. Milano 

relative to the filing of notices of intention of marriage, and the de
livery of certificates of such intention and the return of unused cer
tificate. Public Health.

C fte  C o m m o n tu c a ltJ)  o f ^ a s s a c jn is e t t s

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n A ct  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  f i l i n g  o f  n o t i c e s  o f  i n t e n 

t i o n  OF M ARRIAGE, AND THE D ELIVE RY OF CERTIFI

CATES OF SUCH INTENTION AND THE RETURN OF UNUSED  

CERTIFICATES.

1 Whereas, The subject matter of this act is so related
2 to that of chapter six hundred and one of the acts of
3 the current year that they both ought to take effect
4 at the same time, therefore it is hereby declared to be
5 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate pres-
6 ervation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Section twenty B of chapter two hun-
2 dred and seven of the General Laws, inserted by sec-
3 tion one of chapter six hundred and one of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and forty-one, is hereby amended
5 by striking out, in the fifth line, the words “ regis-
6 tered physician” and inserting in place thereof the
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7 following: — qualified physician registered and prac-
8 ticing in the commonwealth or a commissioned medi-
9 cal officer on active service in the armed forces of the

10 United States, — so that the first paragraph will read
11 as follows: — Except as hereinafter provided, such
12 notice of intention of marriage shall not be accepted
13 by the clerk or registrar until he has received from
14 each party to the intended marriage a certificate
15 signed by a qualified physician registered and practic-
16 ing in the commonwealth or a commissioned medical
17 officer on active service in the armed forces of the
18 United States who has examined such party as here-
19 inafter provided. If such physician, in making such
20 examination, discovers evidence of any infectious dis-
21 ease declared by the state department of public health
22 to be dangerous to the public health, he shall inform
23 both parties of the nature of such infectious disease
24 and of the possibilities of transmitting the same to his
25 or her marital partner or to their children. Such
26 examination shall include a standard serological test
27 for syphilis and said test shall be made by a laboratory
28 of said department or by a laboratory approved by it
29 for such test.

1 S e c t i o n  2. Said section twenty B, as so inserted,
2 is hereby further amended by striking out the second
3 paragraph and inserting in place thereof the three
4 following paragraphs: —
5 Such certificate by a physician registered and prac-
6 ticing in the commonwealth shall read as follows: —
7 I (name and address of physician), a registered physi-
8 cian of (city or town) in the commonwealth of Mas-
9 sachusetts on oath declare that on (month, day, year)

10 I examined (name and address of party) in accord-
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11 ance with section twenty B of chapter two hundred
12 and seven of the General Laws. This certificate is
13 made under the penalties of perjury.
14 Such certificate by a commissioned medical officer
15 on active service in the armed forces of the United
16 States shall read as follows: — I (name and address
17 of physician) a (rank or title) serving in the (name of
18 unit) of the United States on oath declare that on
19 (month, day, year) I examined (name and home ad-
20 dress of party) in accordance with section twenty B of
21 chapter two hundred and seven of the General Laws
22 of the commonwealth of Massachusetts.
23 Blank forms of certificates required under this sec-
24 tion shall be furnished to city and town clerks by the
25 department of public health.

1 S e c t i o n  3 . This act shall take effect o n  the effec-
2 tive date of said chapter six hundred and one.




