
SENATE No. 94

To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Teachers Federa
tion, by Hugh Nixon, secretary, for legislation relative to the tenure 
of office of superintendents and teachers in the public schools of 
Massachusetts. Education.

Cöe Commontoealtö of ^assacfnisett*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct r e l a t iv e  to  t h e  t e n u r e  o f  o f f ic e  o f  s u p e r in 

t e n d e n t s  AND TEACHERS IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF 

MASSACHUSETTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Chapter seventy-one of the General
2 Laws (Tercentenary Edition) is hereby amended in
3 section forty-one by striking out the words other
4 than a union or district superintendent,”  and by add-
5 ing at the end of said section the following sentences: —
6 The term superintendent shall include union superin-
7 tendents, described in sections sixty-one and sixty-
8 three, and district superintendents, described in sec-
9 tion sixty, of this chapter. The term teacher shall

10 include principals, supervisors, teachers in state-aided
11 vocational schools and departments, school librarians,
12 teacher coaches, and all other persons employed by
13 school committees in the giving or the supervision of
14 instruction.
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1 Se c t io n  2. Chapter seventy-one of the General
2 Laws (Tercentenary Edition), section forty-two, as
3 amended by chapter one hundred and twenty-three
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four, is
5 hereby amended by striking out, in the first sentence
6 of said section, the words “, other than a union or
7 district superintendent,” ; by striking out, in the next
8 to the last sentence of said section, the words “ or to
9 dismiss a teacher whenever an actual decrease in the

10 number of pupils in the schools of the town renders
11 such action advisable ” ; and by adding to said section
12 forty-two the following two paragraphs: —-
13 Whenever it becomes necessary, because of a de-
14 crease in the number of pupils in the schools of the
15 town, to reduce the number of teachers, the school
16 committee may do so, under the procedure described
17 above, but only in the inverse order of their election,
18 except that the school committee may follow a differ-
19 ent order of dismissal if the qualifications of the several
20 teachers require it. No new teachers shall be elec-
21 ted to vacancies within a period of two years if there
22 are available teachers, dismissed because of a decrease
23 in the number of pupils in the schools of the town,
24 qualified to fill such vacancies and otherwise eligible
25 under the rules of the school committee. No teacher
26 serving at discretion under this section shall be dis-
27 missed because of a decrease in the number of pupils in
28 the schools of the town while a probationary teacher is
29 retained or employed to render a service which such
30 teacher serving at discretion is competent to render.
31 Teachers or superintendents serving at discretion
32 under this section shall upon request be voted leave of
33 absence if they enter governmental service related to
34 the national defence and shall, upon request made
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35 within six months of terminating such defence service,
36 be re-instated to the position held before leave of
37 absence was granted or to another acceptable position.

1 Section 3. Section sixty-three of chapter seventy-
2 one of the General Laws (Tercentenary Edition) is
3 hereby amended by striking out the last sentence
4 therein and substituting therefor the following: —
5 He may be removed, with the consent of the depart-
6 ment, by a two thirds vote of the full membership of
7 the joint committee, but, if re-elected after he has
8 served for the three previous consecutive school years,
9 he shall be employed as superintendent to serve at the

10 discretion of such joint committee and may be re-
11 moved only in accordance with the provisions of sec-
12 tion forty-two of this chapter as to notice of intention
13 to dismiss, specification of charges, hearing and sub-
14 stantiation of charges. He shall be dismissed only by
15 a two thirds vote of the full membership of the joint
16 committee.

1 Se c t io n  4 . Section sixty of chapter seventy-one of
2 the General Laws (Tercentenary Edition) is hereby
3 amended by adding: — The superintendent in such
4 a district shall, if re-employed as superintendent after
5 serving for the three previous consecutive school years,
6 serve at discretion and may be dismissed only by
7 a two thirds vote of the full membership of the joint
8 committee and in accordance with the provisions of
9 section forty-two of this chapter as to notice of inten-

10 tion to dismiss, specification of charges, hearing and
11 substantiation of charges.
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