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To accompany the petition of John L. Feeney for legislation to 
further regulate the tax imposed by the Commonwealth on amounts 
wagered at certain horse and dog racing meetings conducted under 
the pari-mutuel or certificate system of wagering. Legal Affairs.

Cbe Commontoealtö of egjassacbusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  f u r t h e r  r e g u l a t in g  t h e  t a x  im p o se d  b y  t h e

COMMONWEALTH ON AMOUNTS WAGERED AT CERTAIN 

HORSE AND DOG RACING MEETINGS CONDUCTED UNDER 

THE PARI-MUTUEL OR CERTIFICATE SYSTEM OF WAGER

ING.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
4 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section five of chapter one hundred and twenty-
2 eight A of the General Laws, as most recently amended
3 by chapter four hundred and seventy-three of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out the third paragraph, as
6 appearing in said chapter four hundred and seventy-
7 three, and inserting in place thereof the following: —
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Each person licensed to conduct a horse racing 
meeting, other than a licensee holding a racing meeting 
in connection with a state or county fair, shall pay 
to the commission on the day following each day of 
such horse racing meeting, a sum equal to five per cent 
of the total amount deposited on the preceding day by 
the patrons so wagering at such meeting, said five per 
cent to be paid from the ten per cent withheld, as 
provided in this section, from the total amount 
wagered. Each person licensed to conduct a dog 
racing meeting, other than a licensee holding a racing 
meeting in connection with a state or county fair, 
shall pay to the commission on the day following each 
day of such dog racing meeting, a sum equal to ten per 
cent of the total amount deposited on the preceding 
day by patrons so wagering at such meeting, said ten 
per cent to be paid from the fifteen per cent withheld, 
as provided in this section, from the total amount 
wagered. Each licensee may retain as his commission 
on the total of all sums so deposited, in addition to his 
share of the breaks as hereinafter provided, a sum not 
exceeding the balance of the ten and fifteen per cent 
withheld, as provided in this section, from the total 
amount wagered after deducting therefrom the amount 
hereinbefore required to be paid to the commission. 
A licensee holding a racing meeting in connection with 
a state or county fair may retain the fifteen per cent 
withheld, as provided in this section, from the total 
amount wagered.


