
SENATE No. 212

To accompany the petition of William H. Doyle and others for 
legislation relative to group life insurance and group accident and 
health insurance. Insurance.

£i)c Commontoealtfr of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An  A ct relatin g  to group  lif e  in su r a n c e  an d  group

ACCIDENT AND HEALTH INSURANCE.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. General Laws, chapter one hundred
2 and seventy-five, section one hundred and thirty-
3 three, as amended by acts of nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-eight, chapter three hundred and sixty-two, is 
o hereby further amended by striking out clause (6)
6 of said section and inserting in place thereof the
7 following: —
8 (b) The members of any trade union or other
9 association of wage workers described in section

10 twenty-nine, or any association of state, county or
11 municipal employees, with or without medical exam-



12 ination, written under a policy issued to such union
13 or association, the premium on which is to be paid
14 by the union or association or by the union or associa-
15 tion and the members thereof jointly, or by the 
1G insured members of the union or association alone,
17 and insuring all of the members thereof for amounts
18 of insurance based upon some plan which will preclude
19 individual selection, and for the benefit of persons
20 other than the union or association or any officers
21 thereof, provided, that when the premium is to be
22 paid by the union or association and its insured mem-
23 bers jointly and the benefits of the policy are offered
24 to all members, not less than seventy-five per cent of
25 such members may be so insured, or not less than forty
26 per cent if each employee belonging to the insured
27 group has been medically examined and found accept-
28 able for ordinary insurance by an individual policy,
29 and provided further that any member or members
30 insured under the policy may apply for amounts of
31 insurance additional to those granted by said policy,
32 in which case any percentage of the members may be
33 insured for additional amounts if they pass satisfac-
34 tory medical examinations.

1 Sectio n  2. General Laws, chapter one hundred
2 and seventy-five, section one hundred and ten, as
3 amended by acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine,
4 chapter one hundred and thirty-three, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out said section one
6 hundred and ten and inserting in place thereof the
7 following: —
8 Section 110. Nothing in the two preceding sec-
9 tions shall apply to or affect any general or blanket 

10 policy of insurance issued to any employer, whether
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11 an individual, corporation, copartnership, or associa-
12 tion, or to any municipal corporation or department
13 thereof, or to a police or fire department, or to any
14 college, school or other institution of learning or to
15 the head or principal thereof, or to any organization
16 for health, recreational or military instruction or
17 treatment, underwriters’ corps, salvage bureau or
18 like organization, where the officers or employees or
19 classes or departments thereof or the students or
20 patients are insured against specified accidental
21 bodily injuries or diseases while exposed to the hazards
22 of the occupation, course of instruction or treatment,
23 or otherwise, for a premium intended to cover the
24 risks of all the persons insured under such policy.
25 Such a policy may be issued to an association of
26 employees of the commonwealth covering members
27 of the association. Where the premium is to be paid
28 by the employer and the employees jointly, or by the
29 employees alone, or by an association of employees
30 of the commonwealth and its insured members
31 jointly, or by the insured members of an association
32 of employees of the commonwealth alone, and the
33 benefits of the policy are offered to all eligible em-
34 ployees, a policy covering not less than seventy-five
35 per cent of such employees, or covering members of
36 an association of such employees if the members so
37 insured in fact constitute not less than seventy-five
38 per cent of all eligible employees, shall be considered
39 a general or blanket policy within the meaning of this
40 section. Such a policy issued to an employer or to an
41 association of employees of the commonwealth may
42 also insure dependents of employees insured there-
43 under, in respect to medical, surgical and hospital
44 expenses.
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1 Se c t io n  3 . Deductions on payroll schedules shall
2 be made from the salary of any employee of the
3 commonwealth of an amount which such employee
4 may specify in writing to the head of the department
5 or board by whom he is employed, for the payment of
6 insurance premiums on a policy issued to an asso-
7 ciation of state employees under which the employee
8 is insured. Any such written authorization may be
9 withdrawn by such employee at any time upon filing

10 a written notice of such withdrawal with the head of
11 the department or board by whom he is employed.
12 Such deductions shall be made on the departmental
13 payroll previous to the submission of the same to the
14 comptroller. The state treasurer and receiver general
15 is hereby authorized to deduct from the salary of any
16 employee of the commonwealth such amount of
17 insurance premiums as may be certified to him on
18 the payroll, and transmit the sums so deducted to
19 the insurer by whom the group policy or policies has
20 been issued.


