
SENATE No. 222

To accompany the petition of Joseph F. Francis for legislation 
relative to motor vehicles owned by the Commonwealth or any of its 
political subdivisions or by charitable corporations. The Judiciary.

C ö e  C o m m o n to e a ltb  of ^ a s s a c fn is e t t s

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fortj'-One.

An A ct r e l a t iv e  to  m o t o r  v e h ic l e s  o w n e d  b y  t h e

COMMONWEALTH OR ANY OF ITS POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS 

OR BY CHARITABLE CORPORATIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Chapter two hundred and twenty-
2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting after section two A the following new sec-
4 tion: —
5 Section 2B. An action may be begun against the
6 commonwealth, or any county, city, town or other
7 subdivision of the commonwealth, or a charitable
8 corporation owning a motor vehicle, for damages for
9 bodily injuries or death caused by the operation or

10 use of such motor vehicle, but the defendant thus
11 named in the writ if not liable for the negligence of its
12 servants or agents shall suggest its exemption from
13 such liability and withdraw from the suit by filing a
14 suggestion of insurance and specifying the name and
15 address of the driver of such vehicle and the name
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16 and address of the insuring company; thereupon,
17 the name of such driver shall be substituted as de-
18 fendant in the action, and the plaintiff shall summon
19 the said driver and said insurance company, by regis-
20 tered mail with return receipt requested, to appear
21 and defend, and the action shall proceed as if originally
22 begun against such driver. The foregoing procedure
23 shall also apply by leave of court for cause shown by
24 any defendant in an action whose car was driven
25 with his consent but by a person not his agent.

1 Se c t io n  2. Chapter twenty-nine of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by adding at the end the
3 following new section: —
4 Section 64- Any department, board or commission
5 of the commonwealth may, with the approval of the
6 governor and council, provide for the payment of a
7 proper charge for effecting insurance providing in-
8 demnity for, or protection to, any officer or employee
9 of the commonwealth against loss by reason of his

10 liability to pay damages to others for bodily injuries,
11 including death at any time resulting therefrom, or
12 for damage to property, caused by the operation,
13 within the scope of his official duties or employment,
14 of motor or other vehicles owned by the common-
15 wealth, to an amount not exceeding five thousand
16 dollars on account of injury to or death of one person,
17 and not exceeding one thousand dollars on account
18 of damage to property.


