
SENATE No. 279
To accompany the petition of Labor’s Non-Partisan League of 

Massachusetts, by Clive Knowles, secretary, for legislation to prevent 
the use of the militia in labor disputes. Military Affairs and Public 
Safety.

Cbe Commontoealtb of epaosacbusetto

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  to p reve n t  the  use  of the  m il it ia  in  la b o r

DISPUTES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section seventeen of chapter thirty-three of the
2 General Laws, as amended, is hereby further amended
3 by inserting at the end thereof the following: —
4 provided that nothing contained in this chapter shall
5 be construed to authorize the commander-in-chief or
6 any other officer of the militia or any officer of the
7 commonwealth, or any officer of a town, city, or
8 county, or any other person, to call upon, request or
9 command the militia or any part thereof to be used

10 during the course of a labor dispute. The term “ labor
11 dispute”  shall be defined as that defined by section
12 two, subdivision (7) of chapter one hundred and
13 fifty A of the General I -iaws, commonly known as the
14 State Labor Relations Law, —  so that the said sec-
15 tion seventeen shall read as follows: - - Section 17.
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16 The commander-in-chief shall call out the organized
17 militia to repel an invasion or to suppress an insurrec-
18 tion made or threatened, provided that nothing con-
19 tained in this chapter shall be construed to authorize
20 the commander-in-chief or any other officer of the
21 militia or any officer of the commonwealth, or any
22 officer of a town, city, or county, or any other person,
23 to call upon, request or command the militia or any
24 part thereof to be used during the course of a labor
25 dispute. The term “ labor dispute”  shall be defined as
26 that defined by section two, subdivision (7) of chapter
27 one hundred and fifty A of the General Laws, com-
28 monly known as the State Labor Relations Law.


