
SENATE No. 383
To accompany the petition of Florence Birmingham for legislation 

relative to penalties to which persons circulating initiative or referen
dum petitions are subjected. Election Laws.

Ci)c Commontoealtö of ^assacbuoetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct re la tiv e  to p e n a ltie s  to w h ich  persons  c ir 
culating  INITIATIVE OR REFERENDUM PETITION ARE 
SUBJECT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-two B of chapter fifty-three of the
2 General Laws of Massachusetts is hereby amended
3 by adding at the end thereof the following: —
4 Whosoever in his or her official capacity is author-
5 ized by law to receive initiative or referenda peti-
6 tions in cities and towns for the purpose of checking
7 same shall upon receiving signatures place them in
8 an envelope provided for that purpose by the secre-
9 tary of state, seal, and require the person presenting

10 same to write his or her signature across the flap of
11 the envelope in such manner that the envelope can-
12 not be opened without mutilating said signature.
13 Before checking said signatures, the person holding
14 receipt for them shall be notified by registered mail
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15 of the day and hour when the checking of said sig-
16 natures is to begin so that he or she may be present
17 when the envelope is opened.
18 No person shall be engaged in checking signatures
19 on an initiative or referendum petition who is known
20 to be biased or affected by the subject matter of the
21 petition in question. The person or persons respon-
22 sible for the circulation of an initiative or referendum
23 petition shall have the authority to challenge the eli-
24 gibility of any one designated to check the signa-
25 tures on such petition. If such objection is over-
26 ruled by the local authority designated to appoint
27 such checker, an appeal may be taken to the secre-
28 tary of state whose decision on the matter shall be
29 final. The person filing the petition or petitions shall
30 be allowed to be present at all times while the signa-
31 tures are being checked.


