
SENATE No. 550
To accompany the petition of Joseph F. O’Connell, chairman, 

Commission on Uniform State Laws, for legislation relative to the 
sale and possession of firearms, and certain related matters. Military 
Affairs and Public Safety.

Cöe Commontoealtô of s^assadbusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  s a l e , t r a n s f e r  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n
OF PISTOLS, PROVIDING FOR LICENSES, PRESCRIBING 
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATING THE ACT AND FOR COMMITTING 
CERTAIN CRIMES WHEN ARMED AND LIMITING PROBATION 
AND PAROLE OF PERSONS CONVICTED OF THESE CRIMES, 
CHANGING THE LAW OF EVIDENCE AND OF ARREST, AND 
TO MAKE UNIFORM THE LAW RELATING THERETO.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:
1 Section 1. “ Pistol” as used in this act means
2 any firearm having a barrel less than twelve inches
3 long.

1 S e c t io n  2. If any person, who has previously been
2 convicted in this state or elsewhere of committing or
3 attempting to commit murder, manslaughter (except
4 manslaughter arising out of the operation of an auto-
5 mobile) kidnapping, mayhem, assault to do great
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6 bodily harm or any other aggravated assault, robbery,
7 burglary, (breaking and entering), extortion, larceny, 
S making or possessing burglar’s instruments, buying or
9 receiving stolen property, aiding escape from prison or

10 unlawfully possessing or distributing habit-forming
11 narcotic drugs or cannabis sativa, commonly known as
12 marihuana, shall when armed with a pistol commit or
13 attempt to commit murder, manslaughter, kidnapping,
14 mayhem, assault to do great bodily harm or any other
15 aggravated assault, robbery, burglary or breaking and
16 entering, he shall not be placed on probation, but shall
17 upon conviction be imprisoned for at least two and a
18 half years and shall not be eligible for release on parole
19 until he has spent two and a half years in confinement.
20 This section does not apply where the death sentence
21 is imposed and it shall not authorize the parole of any
22 person before he is otherwise eligible for parole.

1 Section 3. The presence in an automobile, other
2 than a public omnibus, of a pistol not on the person
3 of any occupant shall be evidence sufficient to justify
4 a court or jury in finding that each of the persons in
5 the automobile was in illegal possession of the pistol.
6 This section shall not apply if any person in such
7 automobile not under duress has with him a valid
8 license to carry the pistol so found or may legally
9 carry it without a license, or to the regular and ordi-

10 nary transportation of pistols as merchandise, or to
11 a duly licensed driver of the automobile lawfully
12 operating it for hire in the due, lawful and proper
13 pursuit of his trade.

1 S e c t io n  4. Any peace officer may without a war-
2 rant arrest a person who is at the time illegally carry-
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3 ing a pistol, although before making the arrest the
4 officer had no reasonable ground for believing the
5 person guilty of such offence.

1 Section 5. If search and lawful arrest for unlaw-
2 fully carrying a pistol are parts of one transaction,
3 the search, whether before or after the arrest, shall
4 be lawful, and evidence so obtained shall be admissible
5 in the prosecution of the person arrested for unlaw-
6 fully carrying a pistol.

1 Section 6. (1) No person who has been convicted
2 anywhere of committing or attempting to commit any
3 of the crimes mentioned in section two shall own
4 a pistol or have one in his possession or under his
5 control.
6 (2) No person who is under the age of seventeen
7 years or who is a drug addict or an habitual drunkard
8 shall own a pistol or have one in his possession or
9 under his control.

1 Section 7. (1) Except as provided in this sec-
2 tion, no person without a license shall carry a pistol,
3 either openly or concealed, in any vehicle or on or
4 about his person, save on his land, in his own abode
5 or fixed place of business or on a target range.
6 (2) This prohibition shall not apply to marshals,
7 sheriffs, prison or jail wardens or their regularly em-
8 ployed deputies, policemen or other law-enforcement
9 officers of any state or political division thereof, or to

10 members of the army, navy or marine corps of the
11 United States; or to the members of the national
12 guard, organized reserves or state guard organizations
13 when on duty or going to or from duty; or to officers
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14 or employees of the United States duly authorized to
15 carry a pistol; or to any person engaged in manufac-
16 turing, repairing or dealing in pistols or the agent or
17 representative of such person possessing, using or
18 carrying a pistol in the usual or ordinary course of
19 such business, or to any common carrier; or to any
20 person permitted by law to possess a pistol while
21 carrying such pistol unloaded and in a secure wrapper
22 from the place of purchase to his home or place of
23 business, or to a place of repair, or back to his home
24 or place of business, or in moving from one place of
25 abode or business to another.

1 Section 8. (1) A person desiring a license to
2 carry a pistol shall apply to the chief of police or
3 corresponding police officer of the municipality in
4 which he resides.
5 If that municipality has no such officer, or if the
6 applicant does not reside in a municipality, he shall
7 apply to the sheriff of the county in which he resides,
8 or if he is a resident of another state and has a regular
9 place of business or employment in this state, then

10 to the sheriff of the county in which he has a regular
11 place of business or employment. The officer to whom
12 the application is made shall ascertain concerning the
13 applicant, his name, address, length of residence in the
14 community, race, citizenship, age, criminal record,
15 if any, occupation, place of business, character, reputa-
16 tion, experience with firearms and reason for desiring
17 a license. The desire to engage in target practice is
18 a proper reason for desiring a license. The officer to
19 whom the application is made shall forward this
20 information together with his recommendation to the
21 state (commissioner of public safety), who may make
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22 whatever further investigation he deems necessary
23 and shall issue to the applicant a qualified or unlimited
24 license to carry a pistol for not more than one year
25 from the date of issue, if it appears that the applicant
26 has a proper reason for carrying a pistol and is of good
27 character and reputation and a suitable person to be
28 so licensed.
29 (2) The state licensing officer shall prescribe the
30 form of all licenses and applications for licenses and
31 the manner in which the information concerning each
32 applicant is to be obtained and furnished to him.
33 If he requires applicants to furnish their fingerprints
34 in order to determine whether they have criminal
35 records, these shall not be kept in the same file with
36 those of persons convicted of crime. All licenses shall
37 be in triplicate and shall, if the state licensing officer
38 so prescribes, contain a recent photograph of the
39 licensee. The original license shall be delivered to the
40 licensee, the duplicate shall within seven days be sent
41 to the officer recommending the issuance of the license
42 and the triplicate shall be preserved for six years by
43 the state licensing officer. The fee for issuing the
44 license shall be (fifty cents), which fee shall be paid
45 into the state treasury. The state licensing officer
46 may revoke any license at any time upon proof that the
47 licensee is not a proper person to be so licensed.
48 (3) Every application for any license provided for
49 by this act shall be granted or rejected within thirty
50 days after the application is filed. If an application
51 for renewal of an existing license is filed thirty days
52 before its expiration, the existing license is automati-
53 cally extended until the application for renewal is
54 passed upon. Any person aggrieved by the failure
55 of the officer to whom the application is made to
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56 recommend him for any license provided for by this
57 act or of the state licensing officer to issue such license,
58 or by a revocation of his license, may have the decision
59 reviewed by the (circuit) court.

1 S e c t io n  9. (1) In addition to the general license
2 to carry a pistol provided by section eight, there shall
3 be a target shooter’s license, which shall be for one
4 year and shall authorize the licensee to carry any-
5 where in the state one or more target pistols with
6 barrels at least six inches long or forty-five hundredths
7 caliber United States service pistols, unloaded and
8 in a bag, box or securely wrapped package, but not
9 concealed on his person. I t shall also authorize the

10 licensee to carry in any manner such pistols in any
11 place in the woods or fields or upon the waters of the
12 state where he may lawfully go and shoot. The
13 procedure for obtaining a target shooter’s license and
14 the conditions on which it shall be issued and may be
15 revoked shall be those prescribed in section eight for
16 a general license to carry a pistol. The fee for issuing
17 a target shooter’s license shall be (fifty cents) which
18 fee shall be paid into the state treasury.
19 (2) The state licensing officer may issue a general
20 license to carry a pistol or a target shooter’s license to
21 a resident of another state who holds a general license
22 to carry a pistol or a target shooter’s license in the
23 state of his residence. The holder of a general license
24 to carry a pistol or a target shooter’s license of another
25 state who is traveling through this state or who has
26 entered this state for the purpose of competing in a
27 pistol meet shall for a period of not exceeding thirty
28 days in any one year have the privileges of the holder
29 of a target shooter’s license issued in this state.
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1 S e c t io n  10. Every person while carrying a pistol,
2 for which carrying a license is required, shall have on
3 his person the license issued to him and shall exhibit it
4 for inspection upon demand to any peace officer.
5 The failure of any person to so exhibit his license shall
6 justify his arrest for illegally carrying a pistol.
1 S e c t io n  11. (1) The holder of a general license
2 to carry a pistol may purchase without a license pistols
3 for his personal use upon complying with the provi-
4 sions of section twelve. The holder of a target
5 shooter’s license may similarly purchase for his
6 personal use any pistols of the varieties which his
7 license permits him to carry.
8 (2) A person desiring a license to purchase a pistol
9 shall apply to the same officer to whom he is required

10 to apply for a license to carry a pistol. On the recom-
11 mendation of that officer that the applicant is a person
12 of good character and reputation and suitable to be
13 licensed, the state licensing officer shall issue him a
14 license to purchase one or more target pistols with
15 barrels at least six inches long or forty-five hundredths
16 caliber United States service pistols. The officer to
17 whom the application is made shall recommend all
18 applying householders, merchants or storekeepers who
19 reside and for over a year have resided or who have
20 and for over a year have had a regular place of business
21 or employment within his jurisdiction and who are
22 of good character and reputation and suitable persons
23 to be licensed.
24 (3) The state licensing officer may in his discretion
25 issue a license to purchase any variety of a pistol to
26 any person recommended as provided in subsection
27 two of this section and having a proper reason for
28 desiring the pistol.
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29 (4) The state licensing officer shall furnish all forms
30 required by this act.
31 (5) The fee for each license to purchase a pistol or
32 pistols shall be (fifty cents) which fee shall be paid
33 into the state treasury.

1 S e c t io n  12. No seller shall deliver a pistol to a
2 purchaser unless the purchaser (1) delivers to him
3 a license dated within thirty days and authorizing
4 the purchaser to buy a pistol of the kind in question
5 or (2) exhibits a general license to carry a pistol or
6 a target shooter’s license authorizing the purchase of
7 a pistol of the kind in question, or (3) is a state or
8 subdivision thereof or a law enforcement officer men-
9 tioned in subsection two of section seven. The pur-

10 chaser must be known or identified to the seller.
11 Before delivery of the pistol the purchaser must sign
12 and deliver to the seller a statement in duplicate
13 containing the purchaser’s full name, age, address and
14 occupation and the caliber, make, model and manu-
15 facturer’s number of the pistol purchased. If the
16 purchaser has a general license to carry a pistol or
17 a target shooter’s license, his statement shall contain
18 the number of that license. The seller shall, within
19 seven days after such sale, sign and attach his address
20 to and forward by registered mail the original state-
21 ment and the license to buy the pistol, if any, to the
22 state licensing officer; the duplicate he shall retain
23 for six years. This section shall not apply to pur-
24 chases by licensed retailers from manufacturers,
25 wholesalers or jobbers, or to purchases by wholesalers
26 or jobbers from manufacturers.

1 S e c t io n  13. No retail dealer without being li-
2 censed so to do shall sell or otherwise transfer, or
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3 expose for sale or transfer, or have in his possession
4 with intent to sell or otherwise transfer, any pistol.
5 The state licensing officer may grant licenses effective
0 for one year from date of issue to sell pistols at retail.
7 The business shall be carried on only in the building
8 designated in the license. The license or a certified
9 copy thereof shall be conspicuously displayed in the

10 dealer’s place of business. The fee for a dealer’s
11 license shall be (two dollars) which fee shall be paid
12 into the state treasury.

1 Section 14. No person shall deliver a pistol to
2 any person if he has reasonable cause to believe
3 that person is prohibited by law from possessing a
4 pistol. No person shall make any loan secured by
5 a mortgage, deposit or pledge of a pistol. Any person
6 may lend a pistol for not more than thirty days to any
7 person who holds a general license to carry a pistol
8 or a target shooter’s license, provided that the pistol
9 lent is of the type covered by the license held by the

10 borrower. A person not a licensed retailer shall not
11 sell or give away a pistol without complying with the
12 provisions of section twelve.

1 Section 15. No person shall in purchasing or
2 otherwise securing delivery of a pistol or in applying
3 for a license to carry or purchase the same, give false
4 information or offer false evidence of his identity.

] Section 16. No person shall change, alter, re-
2 move or obliterate any mark of identification on a
3 pistol, such as the name of the maker, model or manu-
4 facturer’s number. Possession of any pistol upon
5 which any such identification mark has been changed,
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6 altered, removed or obliterated shall be evidence
7 sufficient to justify a court or jury in finding that the
8 possessor has violated the provisions of this section.

1 S e c t io n  17. This act shall not apply to the pur-
2 chase, possession or sale as curiosities or ornaments of
3 pistols more than fifty years old or to the transporta-
4 tion of such pistols unloaded and in a bag, box or
5 securely wrapped package, but not concealed on the
6 person.

1 S e c t io n  18. Every violation of subsection one of
2 section six or of section fifteen or sixteen shall be
3 punishable by imprisonment for not more than five
4 years. Every violation of section ten shall be punish-
5 able by a fine of not more than ten dollars. Every
6 violation of subsection two of section six or of section
7 seven, twelve, thirteen or fourteen shall be punishable
8 by imprisonment for any term less than one year, or
9 a fine of not more than five hundred dollars, or both.

10 The punishment for violating section thirteen may
11 include revocation of license.

1 S e c t io n  19. If any provision of this act or the
2 application thereof to any person or circumstances is
3 held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other
4 provisions or applications of the act which can be
5 given effect without the invalid provision or applica-
6 tion, and to this end the provisions of this act are
7 declared to be severable.

1 S e c t io n  20. This act shall be so interpreted and
2 construed as to effectuate its general purpose to make
3 uniform the law of those states which enact it.



1 S e c t io n  21. This act may be cited as the Uniform
2 Pistol Act.

1 Section 22. All acts or parts of acts which are
2 inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby
3 repealed.
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