
SENATE No. 645

Cöc Commontoealtf) of M assachusetts

S e n a t e , April 14, 1941.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to which 
was referred the House Bill making certain changes in 
the laws regulating the method of constructing and alter
ing town boundary monuments (House, No. 159), reports 
recommending that the same be amended by substituting 
therefor a new draft with the same title (Senate, No. 
645); and that, when so amended, the same will be cor
rectly drawn.

For the committee,

HAROLD R. LUNDGREN.
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C&e Com m ontoealtb of epassacliusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct m a k in g  c e r t a in  c h a n g e s  in  t h e  law s regu

l a t in g  THE METHOD OF CONSTRUCTING AND ALTERING 

TOWN BOUNDARY MONUMENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Sectio n  1. Chapter forty-two of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section four, as ap-
3 pearing in the Terc6ntenary Edition, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section: —
5 Section Jf. The selectmen of contiguous towns
6 shall, at the joint and equal expense of such towns,
7 erect permanent concrete cr stone monuments at
8 every angle of their respective boundary lines and
9 wherever a highway crosses such lines, unless such

10 lines are bounded by the sea or by a permanent
11 stream. Except as otherwise provided in section ten,
12 the monuments shall be well set in the ground, at
13 least four feet high from its surface, and they shall
14 have the initial letters of the respective names of such
15 towns legibly cut or imprinted thereon.

1 Sectio n  2. Said chapter forty-two is hereby fur-
2 ther amended by striking out section ten, as so ap-
3 pearing, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section: —
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5 Section 10. No person, except as hereinafter pro-
6 vided, shall alter, remove, obliterate or cover up any
7 monument or mark designating a boundary line of a
8 town. The county commissioners of the county
9 where any such monument or mark is wholly or partly

10 situated may grant to any person making written ap-
11 plication permission to alter, remove, obliterate or
12 cover up the same, may prescribe the height of such
13 monuments above the surface of the ground, and may
14 permit such monuments to be cut off flush with the
15 surface of the ground, or placed in a manhole, with
16 the top of the monument below the surface of the 
1/ ground, first making provision for preserving the
18 exact location of the original boundary, monument or
19 mark by causing proper witness marks to be set up,
20 or other means taken, which shall, with proper desig-
21 nation and measurement, indicate the position of the
22 original mark or monument. The commissioners
23 shall cause a full description and designation of such
24 witness marks and monuments so made and set up
25 to be recorded in the offices of the town clerks of the
26 contiguous towns, and a copy of such description
27 shall be forwarded to the state secretary, the county
28 commissioners of any contiguous county where such
29 monument or mark designates the boundary line of
30 such county, and to the department of public works.
31 This section shall not apply to monuments and marks
32 designating boundary lines of the commonwealth.
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