
SENATE No. 758

Cöe Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts

S e n a t e , July 28, 1941.

The committee on Counties on the part of the Senate, 
to whom was committed the House Bill relating to the 
commitment of juvenile delinquents to jail and the care 
of children under seventeen held for examination or trial 
(House, No. 2200, amended), report recommending that 
the same ought to pass, with an amendment substituting 
a new draft with the same title (Senate, No. 758).

For the committee,

NEWLAND H. HOLMES.
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Cl)t Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  r e l a t in g  t o  t h e  c o m m it m e n t  o f  j u v e n il e

DELINQUENTS TO JAIL AND THE CARE OF CHILDREN 

UNDER SEVENTEEN HELD FOR EXAMINATION OR TRIAL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. Section fifty-nine of chapter one hun-
2 dred and nineteen of the General Laws, as appearing
3 in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
4 striking out the second paragraph.

1 S e c t io n  2. Said chapter one hundred and nine-
2 teen is hereby further amended by striking out sec-
3 tion sixty-six, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section: —
5 Section 66. A child under seventeen, except when
6 charged with an offense punishable by death or life
7 imprisonment or with a sex crime, so called, or except
8 as otherwise provided by section sixty-seven, shall
9 not, pending an examination or trial or in default of

10 bail, be committed to a lockup, police station or house
11 of detention, to a jail or house of correction or to the
12 state farm; provided, that a boy between fourteen
13 and seventeen, arrested in the act of violating a law
14 of the commonwealth, or on a warrant, may, in the
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15 discretion of the arresting officer, be committed to a
16 lockup, police station or house of detention.
17 Whenever a boy between fourteen and seventeen
18 has been committed to a lockup, police station or
19 house of detention the probation officer and at least
20 one of his parents or his guardian, or, if there is no
21 parent or guardian, the person with whom such child
22 resides, shall be notified at once of such commitment.
23 The officer of the place of custody where such child is
24 confined, on the written request of the probation
25 officer, shall release such child to him unless the officer
26 who made the commitment makes a written request
27 for his detention. Such probation officer shall notify
28 such child of the time and place of the hearing of his
29 case.

1 Se c t io n  3. Section sixty-seven of said chapter
2 one hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by adding after the word “ jail”  in the
4 eleventh line the following new sentence: — The
5 department shall be allowed such sums as may be
6 necessary to provide additional special foster homes,
7 special supervisors and transportation facilities for
8 the care, maintenance and safe keeping of such children
9 fourteen years of age or over who may be committed

10 to the department under this section; provided, that
11 no more than five such children shall be detained in
12 any such foster home at any one time, — so that the
13 second paragraph will read as follows: — A  child
14 fourteen years of age or over so held, if unable to
15 furnish bail shall be so committed to the department
16 with its consent or to a probation officer unless the
17 court on immediate inquiry shall be of opinion that,
18 if so committed, such child will not appear at such
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19 examination or trial, in which case said child may be
20 committed to jail. The department shall be allowed
21 such sums as may be necessary to provide additional
22 special foster homes, special supervisors and trans-
23 portation facilities for the care, maintenance and safe
24 keeping of such children fourteen years of age or
25 over who may be committed to the department under
26 this section; provided, that no more than five such
27 children shall be detained in any such foster home
28 at any one time.


