
SENATE No. 761

O j e  C o m m o irn ic iiltl) of a sa s sa c b u s e tt*

Se n a t e , July 31, 1941.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was 
referred the House Bill authorizing the Commissioner 
of Public Welfare to accept, for relief purposes, agricul
tural commodities from the Surplus Marketing Ad
ministration of the United States Department of Agri
culture, and to provide for the distribution of the same 
through the stamp plan, and also to provide for the 
distribution of other commodities received from the 
United States in the cities and towns of the Common
wealth (House, No. 2475), report recommending that the 
same ought to pass with an amendment substituting a 
new draft with the same title (Senate, No. 761).

For the committee,

LAURENCE CURTIS.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act a u t h o r iz in g  t h e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  p u b l ic

WELFARE TO ACCEPT, FOR RELIEF PURPOSES, AGRICUL

TURAL COMMODITIES FROM THE SURPLUS MARKETING 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 

OF AGRICULTURE, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE DISTRIBU

TION OF THE SAME THROUGH THE STAMP PLAN, AND 

ALSO TO PROVIDE FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF OTHER 

COMMODITIES RECEIVED FROM THE UNITED STATES IN 

THE CITIES AND TOWNS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The commissioner of public welfare is
2 hereby authorized to accept and distribute surplus
3 agricultural commodities, donated to the common-
4 wealth by the Surplus Marketing Administration
5 of the United States Department of Agriculture for
6 relief purposes, and to supervise, administer and
7 provide means for the distribution of said surplus
8 commodities and to cooperate with said Marketing
9 Administration in the sale and distribution of milk

10 to persons in low-income groups and to carry out the
11 administration of the stamp plan and the distribution
12 of said commodities in the cities and towns of the
13 commonwealth in accordance with any regulation,
14 requirement or contract now in existence or which
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15 may later be issued by the Surplus Marketing Admin-
16 istration, and to enter into agreements and contracts
17 with the Federal Government and cities and towns
18 of the commonwealth for the purposes of this act, and
19 in like manner to provide for the distribution of any
20 other commodities received from the United States
21 or through said Administration or any successor
22 thereto. Any moneys contributed by the cities and
23 towns of the commonwealth for the maintenance of
24 said activities shall be paid into the state treasury,
25 maintained as an independent fund and disbursed
26 only on authorization of the commissioner of public
27 welfare or an employee of the department of public
28 welfare designated by said commissioner for the
29 purpose. The laws governing the employment, dis-
30 charge and retirement of employees of the common-
31 wealth shall not apply to those persons selected by
32 said commissioner to carry out the purposes of this act,
33 and the laws governing the operation of departments
34 of the commonwealth and their officers and employees,
35 including chapter thirty-one of the General Laws,
36 shall not apply to said commissioner or to any officer
37 or employee appointed by him to carry out the provi-
38 sions of this act.

1 Section 2. It shall lie unlawful for any retail
2 store, or any owner, operator or employee thereof,
3 or any other person to accept, or cause to be accepted,
4 orange-colored food order stamps under the Federal
5 Food Stamp Plan, or any other federal plan for the
6 distribution of surplus agricultural commodities in
7 effect in this commonwealth, in exchange for any
8 merchandise or article except food, as defined by
9 the commissioner of public welfare, or blue-colored
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10 food order stamps under such plan in exchange for
11 any merchandise or article not defined by said com-
12 missioner to be surplus foods; and no person, unless
13 so authorized, shall buy or exchange for currency
14 federal food order stamps. In adopting such defini-
15 tions, the commissioner shall take into consideration
16 the definitions adopted from time to time by the
17 secretary of agriculture of the United States, and,
18 in the absence of action by the commissioner, the
19 definitions heretofore adopted by said secretary
20 shall be in force in this commonwealth for the pur-
21 poses of this section. Whoever violates any provi-
22 sion of this section shall be punished by a fine of not
23 less than twenty-five nor more than three hundred
24 dollars, or by imprisonment for not less than one nor
25 more than six months, or both.


