
SENATE No. 802

Cöe Commontoealtö of Qpassacöuöetts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , October 30, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning to you herewith, without my approval, 
“ A Resolve providing for an investigation by the Attor
ney General and the Commission on Administration and 
Finance relative to payments by the Commonwealth for 
certain work performed on property of the Common
wealth in addition to that made necessary by the hur
ricane and floods of September, nineteen hundred and 
thirty-eight, and for materials furnished in connection 
with said additional work” , for the reason that the pur
pose of the Resolve in its present form is impossible of 
fulfillment.

It is utterly impracticable for the Attorney General 
and the Commission on Administration and Finance 
without funds to make this investigation and have it 
of any value for future legislative action. In the first 
place it has already been found by previous investiga
tions that much work was done that had no connection 
whatever with damage caused by the hurricane or 
floods.

An investigation designed to comply with the intent 
of the resolve would necessarily involve a complete in
vestigation as to the circumstances antedating and sur
rounding every such contract, the specific details as to 
the labor and materials furnished pursuant to such con
tracts upon each parcel of property of the Commonwealth 
on which such work was done, an investigation as to the 
facts upon which it could be determined what portions
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of the work were ascribable to the hurricane and floods 
and what portions were not of that character, an inves
tigation and determination as to the fair and reasonable 
cost of such work and materials and the fair and reason
able value of such work to the Commonwealth, and, 
finally, a determination based upon all of the foregoing 
factors as to the extent to which the Commonwealth 
should now make payment over and above existing legal 
obligations.

Obviously, such investigation will require much expert 
assistance and very considerable expense. The Resolve 
provides neither.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor.






