
HOUSE No. 108

Accompanying the third recommendation of the Department of 
Public Works (House, No. 105). Labor and Industries.

Ciie ComntonUiealtj) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  p e r m it t in g  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  l a b o r  o n

PUBLIC WORKS MORE THAN FORTY-EIGHT HOURS A WEEK 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. Section thirty of chapter one hundred
2 and forty-nine of the General Laws, as amended by
3 section one of chapter three hundred and sixty-seven
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six, is
5 hereby amended by inserting after the word “ day”
6 in the twenty-seventh line the words: — , or more
7 than forty-eight hours in any one week, or more than
8 six days in any one week, — so as to read as follows: —
9 Section 30. The service of all laborers, workmen and

10 mechanics now or hereafter employed by the com-
11 monwealth, or any county therein or any town which,
12 by vote of the city council, or of the voters at a town
13 meeting, accepts this section or has accepted section
14 one of chapter two hundred and forty of the General
15 Acts of nineteen hundred and sixteen, or by any
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16 contractor or sub-contractor for or upon any public
17 works of the commonwealth or of any county therein
18 or of any such town is hereby restricted to eight hours
19 in any one day, to forty-eight hours in any one week,
20 and to six days in any one week. No officer of the
21 commonwealth, except as provided herein, or of any
22 county or of any such town, no such contractor or
23 sub-contractor or other person whose duty it is to
24 employ, direct or control the service of such laborers, 
25, workmen or mechanics shall require or permit any
26 such laborer, workman or mechanic to work more
27 than eight hours in any one day, or more than forty-
28 eight hours in any one week, or more than six days
29 in any one week, except in cases of extraordinary
30 emergency. The provisions of this section shall not
31 prohibit the employment by the state department of
32 public works, or by any contractor or sub-contractor
33 for said department, of laborers, workmen and me-
34 chanics for more than eight hours in any one day, or
35 more than forty-eight hours in any one week, or more
36 than six days in any one week, in the construction or
37 reconstruction of highways when, in the opinion of
38 the commissioner of labor and industries, public
39 necessity so requires.

1 S e c t io n  2. Section thirty-four of said chapter one
2 hundred and forty-nine, as amended by section two
3 of chapter three hundred and sixty-seven of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and thirty-six, is hereby further
5 amended by inserting after the word “ day” in the
6 twenty-fifth line the words: — , or more than forty-
7 eight hours in any one week, or more than six days
8 in any one week, — so as to read as follows: — Sec-
9 tion 34- Every contract, except for the purchase of
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10 material or supplies, involving the employment of
11 laborers, workmen or mechanics, to which the com-
12 monwealth or any county or any town, subject to
13 section thirty, is a party, shall contain a stipulation
14 that no laborer, workman or mechanic working within
15 the commonwealth, in the employ of the contractor,
16 sub-contractor or other person doing or contracting
17 to do the whole or a part of the work contemplated by
18 the contract, shall be required or permitted to work
19 more than eight hours in any one day or more than
20 forty-eight hours in any one week, or more than six
21 days in any one week, except in cases of extraordinary
22 emergency, or in case any town subject to section
23 thirty-one is a party to such a contract, more than
24 eight hours in any one day, except as aforesaid; pro-
25 vided, that in contracts entered into by the depart-
26 ment of public works for the construction or recon-
27 struction of highways there may be inserted in said
28 stipulation a provision that said department, or any
29 contractor or sub-contractor for said department, may
30 employ laborers, workmen and mechanics for more
31 than eight hours in any one day, or more than forty-
32 eight hours in any one week, or more than six days in
33 any one week, in such construction or reconstruction
34 when, in the opinion of the commissioner of labor and
35 industries, public necessity so requires. Every such
36 contract not containing the aforesaid stipulation shall
37 be null and void.




