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By Mr. Dennett of Sharon (by request), petition of Clarence A. 
Barnes that the licensing be authorized of places of business for the 
buying and selling of pools and the registering of bets on horse and 
dog races. Legal Affairs.

Cbc Commontoealtf) of epassacinisctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  a u t h o r iz in g  t h e  l ic e n s in g  o f  p l a c e s  o f

BUSINESS FOR THE BUYING AND SELLING OF POOLS 

AND THE REGISTERING OF BETS ON HORSE AND DOG 

RACES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and forty of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 two hundred and five, as appearing in the Tercente-
4 nary Edition, the ten following new sections: —
5 Section 206. Any person desiring to hold or con-
6 duct a place of business within the commonwealth
7 for the buying and selling of pools or registering of
8 bets on any race shall make an application to the
9 licensing authority of the city or town where he

10 proposes to conduct such a business, for a license
11 so to do.
12 Such application shall state (1) the name of the
13 applicant, (2) the post-office address of the applicant,
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14 and if a corporation, the name of the state under
15 the laws of which it is incorporated, the location of
16 its principal place of business and the names and
17 addresses of its directors and stockholders. (3) The
18 location of the place where it is proposed to con-
19 duct such business. (4) That the applicant will
20 comply, in case such license be issued, with all ap-
21 piicable laws and with all applicable rules and regu-
22 lations prescribed by the licensing authority. (5)
23 Answers to such other questions as the licensing
24 authority may prescribe.
25 Such application shall be filed with the licensing
26 authority of the city or town where the applicant
27 proposes to conduct such a business; shall be signed
28 and sworn to, if made by an individual, by such in-
29 dividual, if made by two or more individuals or a
30 partnership, by one of such individuals or by a
31 member of such partnership, as the case may be,
32 and if made by an association or corporation, by
33 the president or vice president thereof. The licens-
34 ing authority may prescribe forms to be used in
35 making such application. With such application
36 there shall be delivered to the licensing authority a
37 certified check or bank draft, payable to the city
38 or town, in advance for the full amount of the
39 license fee required by this chapter.
40 Section 207. If any application for a license filed
41 as provided by section one, shall be in accordance
42 with the provisions of this chapter, the licensing
43 authority, after reasonable notice and a public hear-
44 ing in the city or town wherein the license is to be
45 exercised, may issue a license to the applicant to
46 conduct such a business.
47 Such license shall state:— (1) The name of the
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48 person to whom the license is issued, (2) the loca-
49 tion of the place where such business is to be con-
50 ducted, (3) that the required license fee has been
51 received by the licensing authority.
52 Section 20S. The licensing authority may deter-
53 mine in the first instance and each annual renewal
54 of licenses under this act, the amount of the license
55 fee, in no case less than five hundred dollars nor
56 more than one thousand dollars.
57 Section 209. The number of licenses granted by
58 the licensing authorities in any city or town under
59 section two shall not exceed in the aggregate one
60 for each population unit of one thousand or frac-
61 tion thereof; provided, that the total number of
62 licenses granted under section two in any city or
63 town shall not exceed one for each population unit
64 of five thousand or fraction thereof; and provided,
65 further, that the licensing authorities may in any
66 town grant two such licenses irrespective of popu-
67 lation.
68 Section 210. No other place than that described
69 in the license shall be used or permitted to be used
70 by the licensee for the conduct of such business nor
71 shall this chapter be deemed to authorize or legalize
72 any form of wagering except on horse and dog races.
73 Each licensee shall become the custodian or deposi-
74 tary for such sums as may be deposited with such
75 licensee by patrons as wagers on the horse or dog race
76 or races and such licensee shall be responsible for such
77 sums so deposited and shall return to the winning
78 patrons so wagering on the horse or dog races all
79 sums so deposited as an award or dividend, accord-
80 ing to the acknowledged and recognized rules under
81 which the pari-mutuel system of racing is conducted
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82 less per cent of the total amount so de-
83 posited. Each licensee shall pay to the licensing-
84 authority on the day following each day of business
85 a sum equal to per cent of the total amount
86 deposited on the preceding day by the patrons so
87 wagering on the horse and dog races, said three and
88 one half per cent to be paid from the ten per cent
89 withheld, as provided in this section, from the total
90 amount wagered.* Each licensee may retain as his
91 commission on the total of all sums so deposited, in
92 addition to his share of the breaks as hereinafter pro-
93 vided, a sum not exceeding the balance of the
94 per cent withheld as provided in this section, from
95 the total amount wagered after deducting there-
96 from the amount hereinbefore required to be paid
97 to the licensing authority. One half of the odd
98 cents over any multiple of ten cents of winnings
99 per dollars shall be retained by the licensee, and one

100 half shall be paid to the commission, on the day
101 following each day of business. Such odd cents
102 shall in this chapter be called the “ breaks” . For
103 the purposes of this act Saturday and Monday shall
104 be considered successive business days.
105 Section 211. Accurate records and books shall
106 at all tunes be kept and maintained by each licen-
107 see, showing the number, nature and amount of
108 all wagers made in connection with such meeting.
109 The licensing authority, or its duly authorized rep-
110 resentatives, shall at all reasonable times have access
111 to the records and books of any licensee for the
112 purpose of examining and checking the same, and as-
113 certaining whether or not the proper amount has
114 been or is being paid to the licensing authority as
115 herein provided.
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116 The licensing authority may also from time to
117 time require sworn statements of such wagers and
118 may prescribe blanks upon which such reports shall
119 be made. Any licensee failing or refusing to make
120 such report as herein provided, or failing or refus-
121 ing to pay the amount found to be due as provided
122 in this chapter, shall be deemed guilty of larceny^
123 and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine
124 of not less than one or more than ten thousand
125 dollars.
126 Section 212. The licensing authority shall have
127 full discretion to refuse or grant a license to any
128 applicant for a license or to suspend or revoke the
129 license of any licensee. If any license is suspended
130 or revoked, the licensing authority shall make a
131 record of its reasons for doing so and such record
132 shall be available to any person requesting to in-
133 spect the same.
134 Section 213. Any licensee permitting any minor
135 to be employed in, or participate in the wagering
136 at, a place of business conducted by the licensee
137 shall be punished by a fine of not more than one
138 hundred dollars for each offence.
139 Section 214. No person shall conduct a place of
140 business within the commonwealth for the buying
141 and selling of pools or registering of bets on any
142 race unless such person shall comply with the pro-
143 visions of this act.
144 Any person conducting or any person aiding or
145 abetting in conducting a place of business in viola-
146 tion of the provisions of this act, shall, unless some
147 other penalty for such violation is provided in this
148 act, be punished for each such offence by a fine



149 of not more than ten thousand dollars or by im-
150 prisonment for one year, or both.
151 Section 215. Any person making a handbook, at
152 any race track within the commonwealth, or hold-
153 ing or conducting a gambling pool or managing any
154 other type of wagering or betting on the results of
155 any horse or dog race, or aiding or abetting any
156 of the foregoing types of wagering or betting, ex-
157 cept as permitted by this chapter, shall for a first
158 offence be punished by a fine of not more than two
159 thousand dollars and imprisonment for not more
160 than one year, and for a subsequent offence by a
161 fine of not more than ten thousand dollars and im-
162 prisonment for not more than two years.
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