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By Mr. Ferguson of Lexington (by request), petition of Sydney R. 
Wrightington relative to establishing the time within which petitions 
for the assessment of damages to property taken by eminent domain 
may be brought in certain cases. The Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  t o  e s t a b l is h  t h e  t im e  w i t h i n  w h ic h  p e t i

t io n s  FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGES TO PROPERTY 

TAKEN BY EMINENT DOMAIN MAY BE BROUGHT IN CER

TAIN CASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section sixteen of chapter seventy-nine of the Gen-
2 eral Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition
3 as amended by acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
4 eight, chapter one hundred and eighty-five, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out all after the words
6 “ six months” in the ninth line thereof and substi-
7 tuting therefor the following: — from the first oc-
8 curring of any of the following: (1) the time when
9 he receives actual notice of the taking, (2) the time

10 when possession of his property has been taken, or
11 (3) he has otherwise suffered actual injury in his
12 property; — so as to read as follows: — Section 16.
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13 A petition for the assessment of damages under sec-
14 tion fourteen may be filed within one year after the
15 right to such damages has vested; but any person
16 including every mortgage of record, whose property
17 has been taken or injured, and who has not received
18 notice under section eight or otherwise of the pro-
19 ceedings whereby he is entitled to damages at least
20 sixty days before the expiration of such year, may
21 file such petition within six months from the first
22 occurring of any of the following: (1) the time when
23 he receives actual notice of the taking, (2) the time
24 when possession of his property has been taken, or
25 (3) he has otherwise suffered actual injury in his
26 property.


