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By Mr. Connolly of Boston, petition of Timothy J. Mclnerney for 
a legislative amendment of the Constitution lowering the minimum 
age from twenty-one years to eighteen years in order to qualify per
sons to vote in the Commonwealth. Constitutional Law.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

P r o p o sa l  f o r  a  l e g is l a t iv e  a m e n d m e n t  o f  t h e  c o n 

s t it u t io n  LOWERING THE MINIMUM AGE FROM TWENTY- 

ONE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, TO EIGHTEEN YEARS OF 

AGE OR OLDER, IN ORDER TO QUALIFY A PERSON TO 

VOTE IN MASSACHUSETTS.

1 A joint session of the Senate and House of Repre-
2 sentatives hereby declares it to be expedient to alter
3 the Constitution by the adoption of the following
4 Article of Amendment, to the end that it may be-
5 come a part of the Constitution, if similarly agreed
6 to in a joint session of the next General Court and
7 approved by the people at the state election next
8 following:

9 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

10 Article III of the Amendments to the Constitution
11 is hereby amended by striking out, in the first line,
12 the words : -— twenty-one, —  and inserting in place
13 thereof the word : — eighteen —  so as to read as fol-
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14 lows: —  A rt. III. Every citizen eighteen years of
15 age or older, not being a pauper or person under guard-
16 ianship and not being temporarily or permanently
17 disqualified by law because of corrupt practices in
18 respect to elections, who can read the constitution of
19 the commonwealth in English and write his name, and
20 who has resided in the commonwealth one year and
21 in the city or town where he claims a right to vote
22 six months last preceding a state, city or town elec-
23 tion, and who has complied with the requirements of
24 this chapter, may have his name entered on the list
25 of voters in such city or town, and may vote therein
26 in any such election or, except in so far as restricted
27 in any town in which a representative town meeting
28 form of govermnent has been established, in any meet-
29 ing held for the transaction of town affairs.


