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By Mr. Chambers of Malden, petition of the Massachusetts Law
yers Legislative Council for an amendment of the law relative to sup
plementary process and proceedings after judgment. The Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  a m e n d in g  t h e  l a w  r e l a t iv e  t o  s u p p l e m e n t a r y

PROCESS AND PROCEEDINGS AFTER JUDGMENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section fourteen of chapter two hundred and
2 twenty-four is hereby amended by adding after the
3 words “ shall constitute a contempt of court” the
4 following: — A judgment debtor arrested on a capias
5 issued in said action shall not be purged of contempt
6 unless and until the costs of the arresting officer are
7 paid by him, — so as to read as follows: ■— Section 14-
8 A judgment creditor or a person in his behalf may
9 file in court an application for supplementary process

10 under this chapter. Upon the filing of such applica-
11 tion, a summons may issue, requiring the judgment
12 debtor to appear at a time and place named therein
13 and submit to an examination relative to his property
14 and ability to pay. Such summons may be served
15 by an officer qualified to serve civil process, by deliver-
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16 ing to the debtor an attested copy thereof, or by leaving
17 it at his last and usual place of abode, at least seven
18 days before the return day thereof. If due service is
19 not made, the court may order further notice. A
20 judgment debtor who has been arrested on mesne
21 process or on execution, or a person in his behalf,
22 may file such an application and cause service to be
23 made upon the judgment creditor or his attorney of
24 record in the action, in a similar manner, requiring
25 the judgment creditor to appear at such examina-
26 tion; and upon failure of the judgment creditor to
27 appear personally or by attorney the proceedings
28 under this section may be dismissed. The failure of a
29 judgment debtor personally to appear without reason-
30 able excuse upon such summons, or at an examination
31 otherwise appointed, or to submit to the examination
32 as provided in section fifteen, shall constitute a con-
33 tempt of court. A judgment debtor arrested on a
34 capias issued in said action shall not be purged of
35 contempt unless and until the costs of the arresting
36 officer are paid by him. Supplementary proceedings
37 shall be in order for examination at the return day
38 and hour set forth in the summons or further notice,
39 but may by order of court for good cause shown be
40 continued from time to time for examination, and
41 may be brought up for further proceedings at such
42 time or times, and in such manner as the court by
43 general or special rule or order may direct. The death
44 of the judgment creditor shall not affect supple-
45 mentary proceedings.


