
HOUSE No. 433

By Mr. Tompkins of Concord, petition of B. Loring Young (chair
man, Board of Probation) for legislation relative to court record in
formation in the files of said board. The Judiciary.

Cfce Commontoealti) of ^assacftusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct r e l a t iv e  to  th e  court record  in fo r m a tio n

IN THE FILES OF THE BOARD OF PROBATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section one hundred of chapter two hundred and
2 seventy-six of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.) is hereby
3 amended by striking out the sentence beginning on
4 line eighteen and inserting in place thereof the follow-
5 ing: — The information so obtained and recorded
6 shall not be regarded as public records and shall not
7 be open for public inspection but shall be accessible
8 to the justices and probation officers of the courts, the
9 police commissioner of Boston, to all chiefs of police

10 and city marshals, and to such departments of the
11 federal, state and local governments and such educa-
12 tional and charitable corporations and institutions as
13 the board may from time to time determine, — so as to
14 read as follows: — Section 100. Every probation
15 officer, or the chief or senior probation officer of a court
16 having more than one probation officer, shall transmit
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17 to the board of probation, in such form and at such
18 times as it shall require, detailed reports regarding the
19 work of probation in the court, and trial justices shall
20 transmit to the board reports of cases coming before
21 them in such form and at such times as the board may
22 require, and the commissioner of correction, the penal
23 institutions commissioner of Boston and the county
24 commissioners of counties other than Suffolk shall
25 transmit to the board, as aforesaid, detailed and com-
26 plete records relative to all paroles and permits to be at
27 liberty granted or issued by them, respectively, to the
28 revoking of the same and to the length of time served
29 on each sentence to imprisonment by each prisoner so
30 released specifying the institution where each such
31 sentence was served; and under the direction of the
32 board a record shall be kept of all such cases as the
33 board may require for the information of the justices
34 and probation officers. Police officials shall co-
35 operate with the board and the probation officers in
36 obtaining and reporting information concerning per-
37 sons on probation. The information so obtained and
38 recorded shall not be regarded as public records and
39 shall not be open for public inspection but shall be
40 accessible to the justices and probation officers of the
41 courts, the police commissioner of Boston, to all
42 chiefs of police and city marshals, and to such depart-
43 ments of the federal, state and local governments and
44 such educational and charitable corporations and in-
45 stitutions as the board may from time to time deter-
46 mine. The commissioner of correction and the depart-
47 ment of public welfare shall at all times give to the
48 board and the probation officers such information as
49 may be obtained from the records concerning prison-
50 ers under sentence or who have been released.


