
HOUSE No. 470

By Mr. Whiton of Quincy, petition of Joseph L. Whiton for legis
lation relative to the further supervision of electricians. Mercantile 
Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  relating to the further supervision of

ELECTRICIANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter one hundred
2 and forty-one of the General Laws, as it appears in
3 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
4 striking out the whole of said section and inserting in
5 place thereof : —
6 Section 1. No person, firm or corporation shall in-
7 stall wires, conduits, apparatus, fixtures, or other ap-
8 pliances for carrying or using electricity for light,
9 heat or power purposes, either as master electrician

10 or as journeyman electrician, unless such person, firm
11 or corporation shall have received a license and a
12 certificate therefor, issued by the state examiners of
13 electricians and in accordance with the provisions
14 hereinafter set forth.
15 The words “ master electrician” as used in this
16 chapter shall mean a corporation, firm or person who(
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17 by the employment of any person by contract, foi
18 wages, or otherwise performs the work of installing
19 wires, conduits, apparatus, fixtures and other appli-
20 ances for carrying or using electricity for light, heat
21 or power purposes.
22 The words “ journeyman electrician” as used in
23 this chapter shall mean a person doing any work of
24 installing wires, conduits, apparatus, fixtures and
25 other appliances.
26 This chapter shall not forbid an unlicensed person,
27 firm or corporation to contract or otherwise to agree
28 to perform the work described above if such work is
29 incidental to the main purpose of his or its contract
30 or agreement provided he or it employs a licensed
31 master electrician to perform such work; nor shall it
32 forbid an owner of property to perform such work
33 with his own hands on his own property provided the
34 work is performed in accordance with all laws, ordi-
35 nances, b3̂ -laws, rules and regulations applicable
36 thereto; nor shall it forbid any owner or occupant of
37 any premises to connect portable devices, appliances
38 and apparatus to a source of current provided such
39 connection violates no law, ordinance, by-law, rule
40 or regulation applicable thereto.
41 1 he word “ install" as used in this chapter shall
42 mean the setting in place, affixing, attaching or other-
43 wrise placing any electric wires, conduits, apparatus,
44 fixtures, or other appliances into the place or position
45 in which they are to be used, whether or not they are
46 connected to a source of current.

1 Section 2. Section three, paragraph (1), of said
2 chapter one hundred and forty-one is hereby amended
3 by inserting the words: — having a regular place of
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4 business, —  after the word “ corporation,”  as it ap-
5 pears in the fifth line, —  so as to read as follows: —
6 Section S. (1) “ Certificate A ” shall be issued to any
7 person, firm or corporation having a regular place of
8 business, engaged in or about to engage in the busi-
9 ness of installing electrical wires, conduits, apparatus,

10 fixtures and other electrical appliances, qualified under
11 this chapter. The certificate shall specify the name of
12 the person, firm or corporation so applying, and the
13 name of the person, who in the case of a firm shall be
14 one of its members, and in the case of a corporation,
15 one of its officers, passing said examination, by which
16 he or it shall be authorized to enter upon or engage in
17 business as set forth therein. The holding of “ Cer-
18 tificate A ” shall not entitle the holder individually to
19 engage in or perform the actual work of installing
20 electric wires, conduits and appliances as previously
21 described in this chapter, but shall entitle him to
22 conduct business as a master electrician.

1 Section- 3. Section three, paragraph (2), of said
2 chapter one hundred and forty-one is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “ electrician” , as it appears
4 in the twentieth line, the words: — , either as an
5 employee of a holder of a “ Certificate A ”  or as a regu-
6 lar employee of a person, firm or corporation on their
7 own premises as provided in section eight. Between
8 the effective date of this amendment and September
9 first, nineteen hundred and forty-three, the examiners

10 may grant a “ Certificate A ”  without examination to
11 any person who can prove to their satisfaction that
12 he has carried on his own business within the com-
13 monwealth under a “ Certificate B ” for the five years
14 next preceding the date of his application, —  so as
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15 to read as follow s:— (2) “ Certificate B ”  shall be
16 granted to any person who has passed an examina-
17 tion before the state examiners of electricians. It
18 shall specify the name of such person, who shall
19 thereby be authorized to engage in the occupation of a
20 journeyman electrician, either as an employee of a
21 holder of a “ Certificate A ”  or as a regular employee
22 of a person, firm or corporation on their own premises
23 as provided in section eight. Between the effective
24 date of this amendment and September first, nineteen
25 hundred and forty-three, the examiners may grant
26 a “ Certificate A ”  without examination to any person
27 who can prove to their satisfaction that he has carried
28 on his own business within the commonwealth under
29 a “ Certificate B ”  for the five years next preceding
30 the date of his application.

1 Section 4. Section four of said chapter one hun-
2 dred and forty-one is hereby amended by inserting at
3 the end thereof the words: —  Said rules and require-
4 ments shall apply to all electrical installations within
5 the commonwealth whether installed by persons li-
6 censed under this chapter or otherwise. Other state
7 departments having authority so to do and any city
8 or town may adopt ordinances, by-laws, and rules
9 and regulations which further restrict, but do not

10 conflict with, such rules and requirements, —  so as
11 to read as follows: —  Section 4 . No certificates issued
12 under this chapter shall be assignable or transferable.
13 They may, after hearing, be suspended or revoked by
14 the examiners upon failure or refusal of the licensee to
15 comply with the rules and requirements of the exam-
16 iners or for other sufficient cause. Said rules and
17 requirements shall apply to all electrical installations
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18 within the commonwealth whether installed by per-
19 sons licensed under this chapter or otherwise. Other
20 state departments having authority so to do and any
21 city or town may adopt ordinances, by-laws, and rules
22 and regulations which further restrict, but do not
23 conflict with, such rules and requirements.

1 Section 5. Section eight of said chapter one hun-
2 dred and forty-one is hereby amended by inserting
3 the word: —  persons, —  before the word “ firms” , as
4 it appears in the eighth line; and by inserting the
5 word:-— persons, —  before the word “ firms” , as it
6 appears in the eleventh line, —  so as to read as fol-
7 lows: —  Section 8. This chapter shall not forbid the
8 employment of learners or apprentices working with
9 and under the direct personal supervision of licensed

10 journeymen electricians.
11 Electricians employed by theatrical companies may
12 install temporary wiring and appliances required for
13 the purpose of the engagement of any such company,
14 subject to the supervision of a person licensed under
15 this chapter.
16 Electricians regularly employed by persons, firms
17 or corporations other than holders of “ Certificate A ”
18 may install such electrical wiring, conduits and appli-
19 ances or make such repairs as may be required only
20 on the premises and property of such persons, firms or
21 corporations; provided, that such electricians hold
22 journeymen’s licenses, and have complied with this
23 chapter.
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