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By Mr. O’Shea of Lynn, petition of Charles C. O’Donnell for the 
establishment of a veterans’ farm and home bureau and defining its 
powers and duties. State Administration.

C&e Commotttoealtf) of 9^assacbusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l is h m e n t  i n  t h is

COMMONWEALTH OF A VETERANS’ FARM AND HOME 

BUREAU AND DEFINING ITS POWERS AND DUTIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. For the purpose of providing veterans
2 with opportunities to acquire farms and homes there
3 shall be established in the commonwealth a veterans’
4 farm and home bureau, consisting of three members,
5 who shall be appointed and removed for cause by
6 the governor, with the advice and consent of the
7 council, and shall be subject to their supervision.
8 Not more than two members of the board shall be
9 members of the same political party. Original ap-

10 pointment shall be for one, two and three years,
11 respectively, and thereafter appointments shall be
12 for three years. One member of the board shall be
13 designated as chairman by the governor. Salaries
14 of the board shall be established by the governor,
15 with the advice and consent of the council.
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1 S e c t io n  2. The board shall have the following
2 powers:
3 (1) To make necessary rules and regulations, sub-
4 ject to the approval of the governor,
5 (2) To co-operate and contract with the duly au-
6 thorized representatives of the United States gov-
7 ernment in carrying out the provisions of this act,
8 (3) To select and employ such expeit technical
9 and clerical help as shall be necessary, preference

10 being given, however, whenever possible, to veterans,
11 as hereinafter defined;
12 (4) To fix the salaries of all employees of the board,
13 subject to the approval of the governor;
14 (5) To determine the eligibility of all veterans
15 and to make such inquiries and investigations as
16 shall be necessary in order to determine such eligi-
17 bility;
18 (6) To hold property, request and receive dona-
19 tions, contract, sue and be sued and have all other
20 rights and powers provided by the constitution and
21 laws of this commonwealth as belonging to public
22 corporations.

1 Section 3. For the purposes of this act a veteran
2 shall mean any citizen of the United States who has
3 served in the army, navy, marine corps, coast guard,
4 women’s auxiliary, or merchant marine of the United
5 States of America, and has received an honorable
6 discharge after December seventh, nineteen hun-
7 dred and forty-one and who has resided in the com-
8 monwealth for at least one year before entering any
9 of the aforesaid branches of the service.

10 To be eligible to receive the benefits of this act a
11 person must be a veteran. A veteran desiring to
12 receive the benefits of this act shall submit to the
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13 board such information as the board requires in
14 order to determine his eligibility.
15 Veterans who have otherwise qualified and who
16 were wounded or disabled as a result of their service
17 shall be given preference in the benefits conferred by
18 this act.
19 If a veteran dies after filing his application for a
20 farm or a home, and his application setting forth his
21 eligibility and qualifications is subsequently ap-
22 proved, his widow may, in the discretion of the
23 board, succeed to his rights under the application
24 and may be entitled to the rights, privileges and
25 benefits under this act that would have been his,
26 but for his death. The contract of purchase which
27 the board otherwise would have made with such
28 veteran may be made with his widow.

1 Se c t io n  4. The board may acquire in any man-
2 ner and sell to a veteran a home in the common-
3 wealth the value of which does not exceed the sum
4 of five thousand dollars, or a farm in the common-
5 wealth the value of which does not exceed the sum
6 of ten thousand dollars, or a combination home and
7 farm the value of which does not exceed the sum of
8 seventy-five hundred dollars.
9 No property located outside the commonwealth

10 of Massachusetts shall be purchased. No income
11 property, such as flats, apartments, duplex houses
12 or semi-business property shall be purchased.
13 The board shall enter into a contract with the
14 veteran for the sale of the property to the veteran
15 and after fixing the selling price shall require an
16 initial payment of five per cent thereof as the vet-
17 eran’s share toward the cost of administering this
18 act.
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19 The selling price shall be amortized over a period
20 of not less than twenty years and the veteran shall
21 pay the purchase price in not less than twenty
22 annual yearly installments without interest.
23 If the purchaser fails or neglects to pay, satisfy
24 and discharge when due all taxes and assessments
25 and all other charges and encumbrances which are a
26 lien upon the property being purchased from the
27 board, or any part thereof, and also all taxes and
28 assessments levied or assessed on the interest created
29 by the contract of purchase of such property; or to
30 keep the buildings, fences and other permanent im-
31 provements upon such property insured and in good
32 order and repair or to keep the crops upon such
33 property insured; or to keep in good order and
34 repair all buildings, fences and other permanent im-
35 provements situated upon such property; then, in
36 such event, the board may pay, satisfy, discharge,
37 settle or compromise the taxes, assessments, charges
38 or encumbrances or insure the buildings, fences, per-
39 manent improvements or crops, or do the work and
40 supply the materials necessary to keep the buildings,
41 fences and other improvements in good order and
42 repair.
43 All moneys so expended by the board shall be
44 added to the selling price of the property and bear
45 interest at the rate of seven per cent per an mini
46 from the date of expending the same, and shall be
47 repaid by the purchaser to the board on demand.
48 The board may amortize the repayments of such
49 expenditures or permit repayment in installments
50 upon the terms and conditions which it deems proper.
51 In the event of a failure of a purchaser to comply
52 with any of the terms of his contract of purchase
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53 the board may cancel such contract, and thereupon
54 be released from all obligations, at law or in equity,
55 to convey the property, and the purchaser shall for-
56 feit all right thereto. Upon such forfeiture, the
57 board shall take possession of the property covered
58 by such contract, and shall remove all persons and
59 personal property therefrom without any liability
60 whatsoever on the part of the board or of any offi-
61 cial or employee thereof for any damage or injury
62 caused by or incident to the entry or removal.
63 The failure of the board to exercise any option to
64 cancel or to exercise any other privilege under such
65 contract for any default shall not constitute a waiver
66 of the right to exercise such option or privilege for
67 any other default on the part of the purchaser.
68 In the event of a forfeiture of a contract of pur-
69 chase under the provisions of this act, the board
70 may sell or otherwise dispose of the property cov-
71 ered by the forfeited contract to such person and
72 upon such terms and conditions as it deems proper.
73 The board may, in the contract of purchase with
74 a veteran, provide that, in the event of default by
75 the veteran and forfeiture of his rights under the
76 contract and subsequent sale of the property by
77 the board, it may pay to him any net gain realized
78 by the board upon the sale. The board shall be the
79 sole judge of the net gain.
80 When a purchaser dies, indebted to the board
81 under contract of purchase, his rights acquired under
82 this act and such contract shall devolve upon his
83 heirs, devisees, or personal representatives, but sub-
84 ject to all rights, claims and charges of the board.
85 Default on the part of an heir, devisee, or personal
86 representative, with respect to any right, claim, or



6 HOUSE — No. 541. [Jan. 1943.

87 charge of the board shall have the same effect as
88 would default on the part of the purchaser but for
89 his or her death.
90 The terms of the contract require that the prop-
91 erty shall not be rented or sublet without first ob-
92 taining the written permission of the board.
93 The veteran shall agree with the board actually
94 to reside on the property within sixty days from the
95 date of purchase by the board.

1 Section 5. The sum of fifteen million dollars
2 shall be transferred from the unemployment com-
3 pensation fund to finance the board and shall be
4 used as a revolving fund for carrying out the provi-
5 sions of this act.
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