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By Mr. Mahar of Orange, petition of the Massachusetts Assessors 
Association for an amendment of the law relating to the classification 
and taxation of forest lands and products. Taxation.

C ije  C o m m o n to e a lti) o f ^ a s s a c ftu o e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n A ct a m e n d in g  t h e  l a w  r e l a t in g  to  t h e  c l a s s if i

c a t io n  AND TAXATION OF FOREST LANDS AND FOREST 

PRODUCTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter sixty-one of the General
2 Laws, as inserted by chapter six hundred and fifty-
3 two of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one,
4 is hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph
5 and inserting in place thereof the following new
6 paragraphs: —
7 Except as otherwise hereinafter provided, all forest
8 land, not used for grazing and other purposes in-
9 compatible with forest production, having a value

10 not in excess of twenty-five dollars per acre for land
11 and ground thereon, shall be tentatively listed by the
12 assessors as classified forest land; provided, that the
13 owner by written notification filed with the assessors
14 within thirty days after he has been notified that the
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15 land has been listed as classified forest land as here-
16 inafter provided, may elect not to have his land so
17 classified, and in such event such land shall con-
18 tinue to be assessed under chapter fifty-nine and
19 not under this chapter, but such election shall not
20 prevent the listing of the land as classified forest
21 land in a subsequent year, subject to similar right
22 of election. If after such listing and notification by
23 the assessors the owner does not exercise his right
24 of election as herein provided, the land tentatively
25 listed as classified forest land shall be deemed to be
26 classified forest land as of January first in the year
27 of classification and shall thereafter continue as such
28 until withdrawn as provided in section six. Classi-
29 fied forest land shall be exempt from taxation under
30 chapter fifty-nine but shall be subject to the taxes
31 provided in section two of this chapter. Buildings and
32 other structures, and the land on which they are
33 erected and necessary for their use, shall be excluded
34 from the classified forest land.
35 If a single parcel or tract of land consists in part
36 of forest land and in part of other land, the portion
37 consisting of forest land, if it comprises at least ten
38 acres in area and otherwise conforms to the require-
39 ments of this section shall, upon election and on the
40 conditions hereinafter provided, be listed as classi-
41 fied forest land and the remainder of the tract shall
42 be subject to taxation under chapter fifty-nine.
43 Such election shall be filed in writing by the owner or
44 owners of record in the month of January and shall
45 contain a description of the forested area and of the
46 unforested area sufficient for identification of each
47 area.


