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By Mr. Sullivan of Cambridge, petition of Jeremiah J. Sullivan for 

the repeal of the meal tax, so called, and providing for a two dollar 
head tax for financing the old age assistance law. Taxation.

Coe Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A c t  r e p e a l i n g  t h e  m e a l  t a x , s o  c a l l e d , a n d
PROVIDING FOR A TWO DOLLAR HEAD TAX FOR FINANC
ING THE OLD AGE ASSISTANCE LAW, SO CALLED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Chapter sixty-four B of the Gen-
2 eral Laws, providing for an excise upon charges
3 on meals served to the public, inserted by section
4 seventeen of chapter seven hundred and twenty-
5 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one,
6 is hereby repealed.

1 S e c t i o n  2 . Beginning with the year nineteen hun-
2 dred and forty-three, an old age assistance tax of
3 two dollars shall be assessed on every inhabitant
4 of the commonwealth above the age of twenty,
5 whether a citizen of the United States or an alien.
6 A statement of the purpose of such tax shall appear
7 on the face of the tax bill.
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8 In each year, the assessors shall, within a ieason
9 able time after the receipt by them of the lists of

10 persons as provided in section four of chapter fifty-
11 one of the General Laws, assess the old age assistance
12 taxes of all persons whose names are contained in
13 said lists and deliver to the collector of taxes tax
14 lists containing the names and addresses of all pei-
15 sons so assessed and the amount of the respective
16 taxes thereon. The assessors shall also deliiei to
17 the collector their warrants in the customary form
18 for the collection forthwith of all old age assistance
19 taxes contained in said lists; but no such list or
20 warrant shall be issued to any collector until, con-
21 formably to law, he has given bond and has other-
22 wise qualified himself for the performance of his
23 duties. Old age assistance taxes so committed
24 to the collector shall be subject to the laws relating
25 to poll taxes committed by warrant under section
26 fifty-three of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws.
27 Old age assistance taxes assessed hereunder may,
28 in the case of those assessed on male inhabitants,
29 be assessed separately as of January first and billed
30 separately, or be assessed and billed by inclusion
31 with poll taxes assessed under section four of chapter
32 sixty of the General Laws.
33 A collector of taxes receiving from the assessors
34 lists and warrants under this section shall forth-
35 with proceed to collect the old age assistance taxes
36 from the persons entered on such lists. Except as
37 otherwise provided, all laws relating to the collection
38 of taxes, to the duties and powers of collectors, to
39 money collected as taxes, interest, charges and fees,
40 to the accounting for and turning over of money so col-
41 lected, and to the crediting thereof to the collector,
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42 shall apply to the collection of old age assistance taxes
43 from the persons whose names appear on such lists.
44 Assessors shall, in each year, on or before July
45 first certify to the commission of corporations and
46 taxation, hereinafter called the commissioner, in
47 such form and detail as he may require, the total
48 number of old age assistance taxes assessed by them
49 under this section and committed for collection in
50 the then current year, and the commissioner there-
51 upon, but not later than August first, shall assess
52 and levy upon each city and town a special state
53 tax on account of the inhabitants therein taxable
54 under this section, at the rate of two dollars for each
55 inhabitant so taxable. Such special state tax shall
56 be computed upon the information at the time of
57 assessment in his possession, and, in lieu of better
58 information, may be assessed upon information as
59 to inhabitants taxable under this section, as shown
60 in returns and tables filed in the preceding year by
61 the assessors with the commissioner, or upon such
62 other information as he may have, and he may allow
63 for such annual increase in the number of old age
64 assistance taxes as he may determine to be proper.
65 The commissioner shall, in each year, on or before
66 October fifth, certify and commit to the state
67 treasurer the taxes assessed under this section and the
68 taxes so certified and committed shall thereupon be
69 due and payable by each city and town and the treas-
70 urer thereof, and the state treasurer shall have the
71 same remedies and powers with respect tothe collection
72 of the special state tax assessed as aforesaid as he
73 has with respect to the collection of the annual
74 state tax.
75 The commissioner shall, in each of said years,
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76 from time to time assess and levy upon each city
77 and town, and certify and commit to the state
78 treasurer, additional taxes with respect to inhabi-
79 tants taxable under this section and not included
80 in the assessment on such city or town made under
81 this section and taxes so assessed shall be payable
82 and may be enforced in the same manner as those
83 originally assessed.
84 The assessors may, in each year, from time to
85 time certify under oath to the commissioner, in
86 such form and detail as he may require, the list of
87 old age assistance taxes which the collector of their
88 city or town has not been able to collect by reason
89 of the poverty, death or other inability of the per-
90 sons assessed to pay, and the commissioner shall
91 determine the amount of such uncollected taxes
92 which, in his opinion, are uncollectible. The state
93 treasurer shall pay or credit to a city or town, on
94 account of such uncollected old age assistance taxes
95 assessed therein, such amounts as the commissioner
96 may from time to time certify as uncollectible.
97 The receipts paid into the state treasury under
98 this section shall be used, so far as necessary, for
99 reimbursing cities and towns for assistance given

100 by them to aged citizens under the provisions of
101 chapter one hundred and eighteen A of the General
102 Laws, in the manner provided by section eleven of
103 said chapter.


