
HOUSE No. 577
By Mr. Stetson of Middleborough, petition of the Massachusetts 

Federation of Taxpayers Associations, Inc., for legislation to provide 
local option in certain towns in the adoption of a standard form of 
town agent. Towns.

Cfte Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act p r o v i d i n g  f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n  i n  c e r t a i n  t o w n s
IN THE ADOPTION OF A STANDARD FORM OF TOWN- 
AGENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter forty-one of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section twenty-two the
3 following:
4 ADMINISTRATIVE AGENT.
5 Section 22A. The selectmen of a town which ac-
6 cepts the provisions of this and the following section
7 may, as soon as practicable after the first annual town
8 meeting following such acceptance, appoint an ad-
9 ministrative agent who shall be sworn to the faithful

10 performance of his duties. Said agent shall hold
11 office at the will of the selectmen and he shall be sub-
12 ject to their general supervision. During the time
13 that he holds office, he shall hold no other elective
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14 or appointive town office or position. He shall be
15 a person specially fitted by experience to perform
16 the duties hereinafter imposed upon him, and he
17 shall receive such compensation, not exceeding the
18 amount appropriated therefor, as the selectmen may
19 determine.
20 Section 22B. An administrative agent appointed
21 under the preceding section shall have the follow-
22 ing powers and duties:
23 (a) To act by and for the selectmen in any matters
24 which they may assign relating to the administration
25 of the affairs of the town or of any town office or
26 department under their immediate supervision and
27 control.
28 (6) To perform the duties of purchasing agents
29 appointed under section one hundred and three of
30 this chapter, subject to the provisions of said section,
31 but the town may by vote or by-law provide that
32 the school committee and the library trustees may
33 purchase independently of such office.
34 (c) To perform the duties of the selectmen irn-
35 posed by section forty-nine of chapter forty relative
36 to the preparation of the annual town report when
37 directed by them so to do.
38 (d) To co-ordinate the programs of the several
39 departments with respect to the use of personnel
40 and equipment.
41 (e) To perform such other duties, consistent with
42 his office, as the town may by by-law require.
43 (/) With the approval of the selectmen, to ap-
44 point and remove such clerical and other assistants
45 as the duties of his office may require.


