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By Mr. Howard of Westminster, petition of J. Philip Howard for 
amendment of the law with respect to the number of jurors to be im
panelled for civil or criminal cases. The Judiciary.

Cbe Commontuealti) of ^aosacfjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act a m e n d in g  t h e  l a w  w it h  r e s p e c t  to  t h e  n u m 

b e r  OF JURORS TO BE IMPANELLED FOR CIVIL OR CRIMI

NAL CASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-five of chapter two hundred and
2 thirty-four of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in the eighth line, the word “ twelve”
4 and inserting in place thereof the word: -— eight, —
5 and by striking out, in the ninth line, the word
6 “ twelve” and inserting in place thereof the word: —
7 eight, —  so as to read as follows: — On the day when
8 jurors are summoned to attend at court for the trial
9 of civil or criminal cases, except capital cases, the

10 clerk of the court shall cause the name, place of abode
11 and occupation of each person so summoned to be
12 written on separate ballots, substantially of uniform
13 size, and shall cause them to be placed in a box pro-
14 vided therefor. When a case is ready for trial the
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15 clerk in open court, after shaking the ballots thor-
16 oughly, shall draw them out in succession until the
17 names of eight are drawn who appear and are not
18 excused or set aside. The eight men so drawn shall
19 be duly sworn and impanelled and shall be the jury
20 to try the issue, and one of them shall be appointed
21 foreman by the court. The ballots containing names
22 of the jurors so sworn shall be kept apart by the clerk
23 until the verdict of such jury has been recorded or
24 such jury has been discharged, when such ballots shall
25 be returned to the box. If a case is ready for trial
26 before the verdict in the preceding case has been re-
27 corded or the jury discharged, the court may order a
28 jury for the trial of such issue to be impanelled by the
29 drawing in the manner aforesaid of ballots from those
30 remaining in the box.


